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EXAMINATION OF MR. WORCESTER’S DISCOURSE. 


A candid examination and Scriptural trial of a Sermon entitled 
Gop a REwarDER—Delivered at the Tabernacle in Salem, 
Lord’s Day, Jan. 27, 1811—By Samurt Worcester, A.M.— 
Text, Heb. xi 6—“ For he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he ie arewarder of them that diligently scek 
him.” a cin Rg ata 

IN the following examination and trial, we’ propose, 1st. 
That the examination shall consist in ascertaining the real 
sentiments which the preacher meant to convey, and their 
- agreement or disagreement when compared together, and 

2d. That the scriptural trial shall consist in faithfully 
comparing the sentiments and ideas. of the preacher with the 

Scriptures of truth. | 

We enquire ist. what the reward is, which the preacher 
has described, which God will confer on those who diligent- 
ly seek him. 2d, On what principle this reward is granted. 

The answer to the first of these questions is found on the 
preacher’s 8th page, in the fcllowing words. ‘* Moreover, 
- immortal life and glory, in his presence and kingdom, is the 
reward which God has promised to the righteous.” 

It is necessary here to mark the distinctions which the 
preacher makes between this reward and the divine munifi- 
cence of the God of mercy, in the dispensation of his grace. 
wherein, for Christ’s sake, he forgives iniquity and justifies 
‘the ungodly. This distinction is found in his 6th page, iu 
the following words. “For Christ’s sake indeed, their sins 
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are forgiven, and they are justified and restored to divine 
favor ; but we are now considering, distinctly, the reward 
which they are to receive, after being thus pardoned, justifi- 
ed and restored.” ‘tis evident from the above quotations, 
that the preacher doés not consider either forgévenes of sin, 
justification by grace, or the divine favor, as any part of the 
reward which those are to receive who diligently seek God. 
Their reward is immortal life and glory, as above noticed 
from his 8th page. : 

2d. The principle on which this reward is granted we 
learn by examining the preacher on his 4th and Sth pages, 
where he says—*‘*Reward cften carries in it an acknowledge- 
ment of something due ; and implies that the receiver of it 
has merited, or earned, and on the score of justice, may de- 
mand, the good recompence. This, however, is not always 
the case. According to an acceptation ofthe term, neither 
unusual nor improper, the bestowment of any thing good, as 
a token of favor, is as really a reward, as the paymentof a 
debt, or a compensation for service, in the exercise of justice. 
On the score of retributive justice, men, even the best of 
them, have no claim upon God for a recompence of reward. 
‘They ate unprofitable servants ; they deserve from him noth- 
ing but evil; and, if they receive good at his hands, it must 
be through the mediation of Christ. and only in the way of mere 
favour. Accordingly the scriptures are clear in making 
this distinction ; and most decisively teach us, that the re- 
ward of the righteous is to be reckoned, not of debt, but of 
grace.” Here it is evident that the preacher means to be 
particular in the explanation of the principle, on which this 
reward is granted. He shows both the negative and the 
positive. This reward is not granted on the score of merit 
as something due, for the best men in the world deserve 
nothing from God but evil. Reward, the preacher says, 
may be the bestowment of any thing good, as a token of fa- 
your. . This is the principle on which e plans this reward, 
referring to the scripture where we are informed of areward, 
which is not reckoned of debt, butof grace. 

The preacher is furthermore particular in showing, in a 
number of instances, that God delights in and regards with 
complacency those on whom he bestows those expressions 
of unmerited favor. See on page 6th—“ Would it not, then, 
be palpably absurd to suppose, that God will confer a reward, 
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ag'an expression of his favor, upon those in whom he has no 
delight.” 

We will now look and see if the preacher be consistent 
with himself. He says, ‘the bestowment of any thing good, 
as a token of favor, is as really a reward, as the payment of a 
debt.” And this is the principle on which he has placed the 
reward, as abeve shown. Letus ask, what does the preach- 
er mean to call the forgiveness of sen, yustification, and a res- 
toration to divine favor ? If in these blessings there be a 
bestowment of any unmerited good as a true token of favors 
then, of course, it comés into the principle, defined by the 
preacher, on which this reward is bestowed. He surely does 
not mean that the sinner merits forgiveness, justification and 
a restoration to divine favor. {Is there no good bestowed, 
as a token of favor, in God’s forgiving the sinner for Christ’s 
sake ?—in his justifying the sinner for Christ’s sake ?—nor 
in his restoring the sinner to divine favor for Christ’s sake ? 
Not only in idea is»the preacher inconsistent with himself, 
but even in the choice of words, it would seem that he was 
careful to make his contradictions as plain as possible. Ob- 
serve—the bestowment of any thing good, as a token of 
FAVOR is the reward which he defines ; and yet he does not 
allow the forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake, justification 
for Christ’s sake, and a@ restoration to DIVINE FAVOR for 
Christ’s sake, tobe atoken.of ravorn! Look again—the 

eacher says, the best of men deserve from God nothing but 
evil, and if they receive good at his hands, it must be through 
the mediation of Christ, and only in the way of mere favor. 
Yet he dares not allaw that forgiveness of sin through the 
mediation of Christ, justification through the mediation of 
Christ, or a restoration to the divine favor through the medi- 
ation of Christ, are tokens of ravor through this mediation ! 
When this preacher is brought to see that all those favors 
above mentioned, are really unmerited favors bestowed on 
sinners through the mediation of Christ, and that they are in 
reality true tokens of that divine ra yor which the father of 
our spirits entertains towards his alienated offspring, he will 
then see the propriety of placing them on the principle on 
which he has defined the reward mentioned in his text. 

On his 5th page the preacher calls those who deserve 
nothing from God but evil, righteous and truly pious, and 
says that God regards them with complacency. On his 7th 
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page he says, ‘‘God’s being a rewarder of the truly pious 
implies, that he will evidently make a visible and public dis-. 
tinction, between them and the wicked.” Here the preacher 


will not allow that those who deserve nothing from God but» 


evil, are wicked! There is to be a public and visible dis- 
tinction, made betweer the wicked and those who deserve 
nothing from God butevil! This distinction the preacher 
illustrates by a number of scriptures, and in particular by a 
passage in Romans, where the Apostle declares that God will 
render unto every man according to his deeds. What do 
we ought to suppose the preacher to mean by quoting such a 
text? If God will render unto every man according to his 
deeds, what will those receive who deserve nothing but evil? 
Answer,nothing but evil. These are those whom the prezch- 
er calls righteous; between them and the wicked this public 
distinction is tobe made! What are the wicked to receive, 
which will distinguish them thus visibly, from those who 
are to receive nothing butevil? Christian reader, this con- 
fusicn does not grow from the pure word of divine revela- 
tion, but from the preacher’s contradictory statements. 

Notwithstanding the preacher is particular on his 4th and 
sth pages to define the reward, mentioned in his text, to be 
a bestuwment of favor, through the mediation of Christ, on 
those who deserve nothing but evil, by following him only to 
his 7th page we find him entirely off from such a principle, 
and wholly on that of merit. The following are his words ; 
“The father of a family may have particular complacency, in 
such of his children as are more dutiful than the rest; the 
preceptor of a school may have particular complacency, in 
such of hig pupils as acquit themselves well ; the sovereign 
of a nation may have particular complacency, in the most 
loyal and deserving of his subjects ; and yet, for certain rea- 
sons, neither of them may deem it proper, to make his particu- 
lar complacency known. But should the father, the preceptor, 
and the sovereign, respectively confer rewards, in the several 
cases, a disposition to let their complacency be known 
would be decisively evinced. Nor less decisively is the 
same disposition implied, in God’s being a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 

On what principle does the preacher, in the above para- 
graph, establish the divine complacency and bestow rewards? 
Answer, he uses the father of a family, the preceptor of a 
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school and the sovereign of a nation as similitudes to repfes- 
sent God, who is, and is a rewarder of them who diligently 
seek him. He establishes the father’s particular complacen- 
cy in the greater dutifulness of some of his chi'dren, than 
was found in the rest, and on this principle he places the re- 
ward. Herepresents the preceptor’s particular complacency 
to stand on the supposition that some of his scholars acquit 
themselves better than the rest, and he also places the reward 
on the same ground. He mentions the most loyal and de- 
serving of the Sovereign’s subjects as the objects of his par- 
ticular complacency, and rewards them for their loyalty and 
faithfulness. 

That the preacher really meant to be understood accord- 
ing to the representation made in the above paragraph, may 
be more fully seen by the following from his 8th page, where 
he again applies his similitude. ‘For should the father, 
the preceptor, or the sovereign, make no distinction, but con- 
fer on the bad the same ‘favors which he confers upon the 
good, the very essence of reward would be utterly lost.” 

Why would the essence of reward be lost in the above 
case? Answer—Because those whose works deserved no- 
thing but evil, would receive the same tokens of favor as 
those whose works were good. This is as direct a contradic- 
tion of the ground on which the preacher has placed the re- 


ward described on page 4th and Sth, as can be stated in 


words. 

Should the sovereign of a nation, on due examination of 
all his subjects, find that the most loyal and faithful subject 
in all his dominions deserved nothing from him but evil ; 
thathanging him in gibbets, with the association of all the 


circumstances which could contribute to aggravate his mis- 


ery, which it were possible tor the sovereign to employ, would 
be nothing more than what this subject justly deserved, what 
would the rest of his subjects deserve from him ? 

Nothing can be more evid:nt than that the most disobedi- 
ent, cisloyal, and unfaithful subject of a sovereign, can de- 
serve nothing worse than “nothing but evil.” The reader 
may wish to know what the learned preacher was after, which 
Jed him to make such confusion and contradictions in his 
Statements. Be patient, we shall see by and by ; but first 
let us. try his doctrine by the scriptures of divine truth. 

Jf we find in the sacred scriptures evidence to show that 
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God does, in fact, €xercisé a loye toward sinnérs, while itt a 
sinful condition, of such aténor as causes him te afford them 
any tokens of unmer’ted favor, we shall find him possessed 
of the complacency or delight in them, pursuant to which 
our preacher argues the reward noted in his text. And fur. 
thermore, if we find, according to scripture, that the forgive. 
néss of sins, justification through Christ, and a restoration 
to the divine favor, really to imply all that is meant by sa/va- 
tion, or immortal life and glory, we shall see that the preach- 
er has made, or endeavored to make, a distinction where 
there is none. 

1st. We want to find proof that God loved sinners ; and 
2d. we want to find proof that im giving to sinners a token of 
his love, God has made as high an expression of love as is 
spoken of in the sacred writings. Sve. St. John, iii, 16, 17. 
‘* For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth m him Should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be saved.” 1st John, iv. 10. “Herein is love ; not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Sonto 
be the propitiation for our sins.” Rom. v, 8. “ But God 
commendeth his love toward us in that while wé were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

These scriptures sufficiently prove that God loved the 
world of mankind while in a state of sin, and that he sent his 
Son to die for the world of mankind as a token of his luve 
tothem. That the delivering of Christ to die for mankind 
is considered as a major token of the divine favor, we learn 
from Romi. viii, $2. * He that spared not his own son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him freely 
give us all things.” The plain argument of the apostle iu 
this scripture, is, as God has loved us with a love which is 
stronger than death, and has, pursuant to that love, deliver- 
ed up his own Son for us all, which is the richest token that 
could have been sent even from heaven itself, there is surély 
no other gift too great for him to bestow. ‘Look now at the 
preacher's question on page 6th, before quoted, ‘* Would it 
not, then, be palpably absurd to suppose that God will confer 
a reward, as an expression of his favor, upon those in whom 
he has no delight ?” We have just proved that the death of 
Christ for sinners, was a commendation of God’s love to 
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them, which proves, according to the preacher’s question, 
that God delights in them ! | 

_ The preacher is willing to acknowledge that God loves his 
creatures, as his creatures, but the light in which he places 
this love is. trily shocking, and one of the greatest examples 
of folly and madness which has ever fallen under our notice. 
See his 22d and 23d pages. “Yet it is affirmed -God loves 
his creatures. Why? Because they are his creatures. So 
does the vilest man on earth love his children, because they 
are his children ; so also does the most savage beast of the 
forest love her offspring, because they are his ofspring ; and 
there is as much holiness, as much moral goodness, in the 
natural affection of wicked men for their children, or even 
of brutes for their offspring, as in the love, which, according 
to the deniers of future punishment, God has for his crea- 
tures.” It may be well to notice here, that. what the preach- 
er means by future punishment, is anendless. exclusion from 
the felicities of heaven, as may be seen on his 9th page, 
which we shall notice in another place. What do we 
ought to do with the above representation of love? It God 
do not punish his offspring eternally, the preacher says there 
is more holiness in his love, than there is in the love of a 
brute ! ‘5 

The unavoidable and most favourable conclusion from the 
preacher’s statements, is, that God exercises a holy love to- 
wards those whom he excludes from endless happiness, and 
an unholy Jove towards those whom he favours with eternal 
felicity ! This conclusion will evidently appear to the read- 
er’s understanding, if it be observed, that the preacher de- 
fines the reward in the text to mean immortal life and giory, 
granted to those. who deserve from God nothing but evil : for 
surely ifnot to punish eternally any of God’s offspring, proves 
his love to be unholy, it must be such as deserve nothing but 
evil from him. | 

2d. It will not be necessary to multiply much scripture to . 
show that the forgiveness of sins, justification through Christ, 
and a restoration to divine favor, imply as much as the 
preacher has set up, as the reward mentioned in his text. 
See Eph. i, 7, 8,9, 10, 11. “In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to.the 
riches of his grace, wherein he hath abounded toward us.in 
all wisdom and prudence ; having made known unto us the 
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mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself ; that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in him: in whom we also have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” Ia 
this scripture is seen the forgiveness of sins according to the 
riches of God’s grace, in which grace God hath abounded to- 
wards us in all wisdom and prudence. 

It surefy must be according to the riches of God’s grace, 
that any of his offspring are privileged with immortal life, 
and 1t is according to the riches of his grace, that he for- 
gives sins. ‘The subject of justification is treated on par- 
ticularly by St. Paul to the na Sth chap. 18th verse— 
“Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life.” ‘That this life. to which all men are justified by the 
righteousness of Christ, is eternal life, is seen by the last 
verse ofthis chapter. ‘* That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eter- 
nal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” The divine favor is 
spoken of in Psalm xxx, 5. “In his favor is life.” The 
preacher surely will not deny that this life is eternal /ife. 
Now from the foregoing scriptures is it not evident, that the 
forgiveness of sins, justification unto life, and a restoration 
to the favor of God, which is life, and the gift of eternal life, 
are all the same in the divine wisdom in which God hath a- 
bounded towards his creatures? If so, what is the conclu- 
sion? Answer—the preacher endeavored to make a dis- 
tinction where there is none. 

If the reader desires to know why the preacher should 
wish to.make the above distinction, we observe, that should 
he allow the justifying of the sinner unto life, through Christ, 
to be the reward which is not reckoned of debt, but of grace, 
then this reward cou!d not be granted to any but sinners, but 
he contends that if the wicked have it as well as the right- 
eous, it destroys the very essence of reward. 

Let us look of the scripture whieh speaks of the reward 
of grace. See Rom. iv, 4,5. ‘* Now to him that worketh 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to 
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him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”” If be- 
lieving that God will, justify the ungodly, be counted for 
righteousness, what will the belief taat God will not justify 
the ungodly, which the preacher contends for, be counted ? 

As the reader may be impatient to know what the preach- 
er would be at, which obliges him to be so full of contradic- 
tions, it may beg to observe, that he is endeavoring to 
prosecute a inst the Aee/ of a doctrine from which 
the head of his. ca®mal mind has received some deadly bruises. 
Or to speak without a metaphor, he is at war with the grace 
of God which bringeth salvation to all men! In ordet tp 
get along with this opposition, he is endeavoring to find a 
plausible argument against the salvation of sinners, and as he 
cannot find any of the human race who are not sinners, his 
endeavours bring him into all these contradictions ; for he 
cannot raise a single argument whereby the salvation of one 
son or daughter of Adam can be effected, without establish- 
ing data by which the whole human family may also be 
saved ; nor can he suggest an argument to prove cither the 
justice ot the certainty of the endless misery of any, without 
having it applied to the whole posterity of Adam. 

in this difficulty we find him all the way through his ser- 
mon. One argument’on which the ieeckel puts much de- 
pendence for success, in maintaining the doctrine of endless 
punishment, is, that God regards with complacency the 
righteous, to whom he will confer the reward of eternal fe- 
licity. The moment we bring this argument to a trial by the 
scriptures, it is lost. 

Who does the preacher mean by the righteous? See his 
answer on page 5th. ‘ The righteous are they, who, imper- 
fect as they are, yet truly love and fearGod. Reconciled to 
him by faith in the Redeemer, they walk humbly with him, 
they diligently seek him, cordially embrace his truth, and 
obediently observe his commands. All who are of this 
character are, in the scriptural sense, righteous, or truly pi- 
ous.” The righteous are again described on page 6th, as 
I have before noticed, in the following words: ‘ For Christ’s 
sake indeed, their sins are forgiven; and they are justified 
and restored to the divine favor.” Now having gotten a 
description of the righteous as it respects their righteous- 
ness, let us ask how they became righteous? Answer, by 
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having their sins forgiven for Christ’s sake, by béing justif.. 
ed unto life for Christ’s sake, and by being rest to the 
divine favour by faith, which is the gift of God. It ts rea. 
sonable, and even necessary that the preacher be asked if all 
mankind would not be righteous in this scriptural sense, if 
God should forgive their sins for Christ’s sake, justify them 
unto life for Christ’s sake, and for Christ’s sake restore them 
to the divine favor by faith, which is his@gft? Howéis this 
question to be answered? Would the pegmther be willing 
to suggest that there is such a radical d nee in men, that 
some who are favored witl¥all the above blessings, are still 
haters of God, and disobedient to his commands, and that 
others are lovers of God, and obedient to his commands? 
The plain case is this—the preacher wishes his hearers to 
leap over every thing which constitutes a man righteous in 
the scriptural sense, not noticing it as the gift of divine mer- 
cy, and by a sort of jumble, attribute the whole to creature 
goodness—then lest he be attacked for the notion of justifica- 
tion by works, declares positively that the best men omearth 
deserve from God nothing but evil. So we are landed ex- 
actly where we sat out. : 

In the midst of such Egvptian darkness, let us introduce 
the heavenly light of divine revelation. What do the scrip- 
tures hold forth as the ground of our righteousness ? Do 
they not say of Christ, that the name ‘wherewith he shall be 
called is the Lord our righteousness? Do they not say 
that by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life ? Is not the true gospel faith 
a belief in him who justifies the ungodly? Are we not said 
to be justified freely by his grace ? 

But the preacher says, “Reward, indeed, necessarily im- 
plies distinction.” But he has not proved the assertion ; 
neither can it be maintained on either of the grounds of re- 
ward, as he has explained the word. Ifreward mean a com- 

sation for services, then as the case might be, all might 
equally fulfill the task assigned them, in which case a distinc- 
tion in the rewards would be inadmissible. Or, if reward 
mean what the preacher first pretended to confine himself 
to, namely, a bestowment of unmerited good, asa token of 
favour, even to those who deserved nothing but evil, a dis- 
tinction in the rewards, in this case, would be equally inad- 
missible. We do not wonder that the preacher should make 
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the above assertion, because the fact is, he cannot do with- 
out it; and yet he cannot support it, nor make it agree with 
his own explanations of the word, so we find him as we 
haveand shall find-him, with | 

The preacher bestows much labor.to make it appear that 
God regards the righteous with. complacence, with a design 
to. infer from that, that God does not regard the wicked as 
he does, the righteous, and therefore will not treat them with 
the same fayours, and of course willnot give unto the wick~ 
ed the glorious gilt of life and immortality which he is. de- 
termined to bestow on the righteous. ’ 

We. do not wish to inculcate an idea that there is not as 
great a difference in God’s approbations of virtue and true pi- 
etys and his disapprobations of vice and irreligion, as there 
is between those opposite qualities, as exhibited in human 
characters ; but we wish to be indulged in the query, whe- 
ther there bein reality as much difference between those 
who profess the religion of the preacher,and sustain as good 
a moral character.as professors in general do, anc the most 
irreligious an) immoral, as there is between the two states 
to which the preacher anpigns them in the future and eter- 
nal world? Itismot to be ¢xpected that the preacher will 
undertake to vindicate the affirmative.of the above question. 
Yet he is laboring to show that.in order to reward every man 
according to his works, they must be,assigned to those inf- 
nitely different states.in the eternal world ! Is there an 2n- 
finite difference in the characters of.men in this finite state ? 
If not, how is there: to: be an infinite distinction made in re- 
warding them according, to their works? The preacher 





contends that the best of men deserve nothing from God but, 


evil, yet wishes to insinuate that God cannot make the dis- 
tinction in the eternal world which his moral government re« 
quires, unless he makes some of those who deserve nathing 
but evil, eternally happy, and others eternally miserable ! 
On his 11th page the preacher says, ‘t Though the best 
of saints in this world are imperfect, yet for all that i¢ holy 
in them, God regards:them with complacency.” Here the 
preacher defines so nicely as to bring his mistake to light. 
We will ask the preacher how these saints came by the ho- 
liness for which God regards them with complacency? He 
surely will not say that those saints have wrought this holi- 
ness for themselves, for which Ged thus regards them,.for 
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if they did they would deserve something besides evil from 
him. He will then say that all the holiness which they pos- 
sess is the gift of divine mercy. What was their situation 
before God gave this holiness tothem? Answer—desti- 
tute of holiness. Did God love them in this state ? “If he 
did not, why did he give this holiness tothem? Does he 
love this holiness any better than he did before he gave itto 
those sinners, or ina word does he love those sinners because 
he has done those gracious things for them ? Or did he do those 
gracious things for them because he loved them? Whenthe 
preacher can answer these questions correctly, he will learn 
to avoid those contradictions which appear in his present 
preaching. Would a father who hated his son be at the ex- 
pence of educating and setting hiin up in the world, and then 
love him with complacency because he had an education, and 
was in business? Or would a father be more likely to do 
these things for his son because he loved him in the first 
place? What would the good people of this preacher’s pa- 
rish think of their reverend pastor, if he should tell alt the 
parents that they had no rational or commendable love for 
their children, only in consequence of having fed them, 
clothed them, and educated them ? Could the most modest 
of them forbear correcting his error, by telling him that all 
which he assigned as the cause of his loving his children, 
were only the effects of the love he had for them before he 
thus fed, clothed, and educated them? It would not be 
very strange if some who think it no crime just to speak to 
their minister, should think it a duty to hint something like 
the above queries to him, on account of the sermon we are 
examining. Whatis the reason the preacher does not see 
the impropriety of supposing that God hates the works of 
his own hands,and is at enmity with his own rational off- 
spring? Ifthis were the case, what sense or propriety 
would there be in all the plentiful scripture testimony, which 
goes to prove that God sent his Son to die for sinners be- 
cause he loved them? ; 

With a design to establish his darling tenet of future nev- 
er ending punishment, the preacher states on page 2? and 
22, the following remarkable hypothesis. ‘“* The whole gos- 
pel evidently proceeds on the ground, that mankind in this 
world are on probation for retributions of reward and pun- 
ishment in the world to come.” Corresponding with his 
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views in the above statement, he has the following query on 
page 16. “ But is there any such distinction to be seen in 
this world? Does not one event happen to all; to the 
good, to the clean, and to the unclean?” Does not God 
“send rain upon the unjust as well as the just? Nay, if 
there is any observable difference, is it not rather in favor of 
the wicked ?—so much so, indeed, that many of the right- 
eous in different ages, besides Job, and David, and Jeremi- 
ah, have on this account been greatly perplexed,” &c. 
argument which the preacher wishes to support by the fore- 
ng passages, is, that as the whole gospel scheme occupies 
nothing but future rewards and punishments, the reward of 
virtue is not in this world, nerthe punishment of sin. That 
the preacher means eternal never-ending misery, by future 
punishment, may be seen on his 9th page, where he says, “If 
then, the immortal felicities of heaven are to be conferred up- 
on the righteous, as their gracious reward ; it follows of ne- 
cessity, that from these felicities the wicked must be exclu- 
ded.” That the above statement respecting the gospel is 
totally erroneous, we proceed to'prove by the divine testi- 
mony. ist. Let it be clearly understood, that, according to 
this statement, there are no blessings of the gospel pen 
red, either in this or the coming world, only according to 
the works of the creature in ‘his probationary capacity and 
character. And 2dly. Compare with this idea the follow- 
ing scriptures. 2d Tim. 1, 9,10. **Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the wor!d began ; but is 
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light thtough the gospel.” Reader, God 
grant you understanding to judge with candor, whether this 
life and immortality, which is thus brought to light though 
the gospel, whichis the grace given unto us before the world 
began, in Christ Jesus, be given to us according to our 
works. Look carefully, id see if the text do not utterly 


forbid such an ‘idéa. Eph. ii, 4, &c. “ But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love, wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ ; (by grace are ye saved ;) and hath raised us 
up together, and made us set together in heavenly: places m 





78 Examination of Jur. Worcester’s Discourse, 


Christ Jesus; that in the ages: to come he might shew the 
exceeding’ riches of his grace, in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through. 
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not 
of works Jeast any man should boast.” Here let us be par- 
ticular. The Apostle speaks of crear Love wherewith 
God lovedus. Whatwas our situation, of which the Apostle 
makes mention, when God loved us with this Great Love? 
Answer, “‘peap in sins.” Will the preacher say that this 
GREAT LOVE wherewith God loved us, even when . we 
are dead in sins, has no more moral holiness in it than 
_ there isim the love of the vi/est man on earth, toward his 
children ?. or even of the most savage beast toward her off- 
spring? How depraved, how unsanctified, how ungrateful, 
how lost to all sense of the infinite love. of God manifest to 
sinners, through a gracious mediator, must the heart be, 
from the abuodance.of which, the lips are thus defiled ! 

Who would undertake to make it appear, that the 
richness of the mercy, the greatness of the love, and the 
quickening of those who were dead in sins, together with 
Christ, of which the above text speaks so particularly, is all 
predicated on the works of the sinner, who is thus dead in 
sins, and depend on the issue of probationary services? St. 
Paul endeavors to confirm the Romans in the glorious truth, 
that by the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the free gift had 
come upon all men unto justification of life; and that the 
belief that God would justify the ungodly, was counted for 
righteousness. It is evident, beyond all contradiction, that 
the Apostle’s meaning in the above scriptures and in his 
writings, in general, was directly opposite to the above state- 
ment made by the preacher. 

Let us,in the next place, look at the argument with which 
the preacher endeavors to support his notion of eternal never 
ending rewards and pusishments. ‘his argument sup- 
poses that neither the righteous nor the wicked are dealt 
with, in this world, according to their works ; that there is 
not made that distinction, in the dealings of God with his 
creatures, in this life as there really is in their moral char- 
acters.. So far from that, he thinks that the wicked are 
rather smiled upon, while the righteous receive frowns. 

The preacher isso confident in his notion on this subject, 
that he has even declared the truth of it to be authorised by 
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the experience of men in all ages. The following are his 
words on page 16, “surely then, to pretend that the present 
is a state of retribution, or that thé righteous receive their 
reward and the wicked their punishment in this world, in 
any such manner and degres, as to make it manifest, that 
God is a rewardér of them that diligently seek him, is to g 
directly in the face of the experience and observation of a 
ayes.” ‘In order to show the | éacher to be utterly errone- 
ous in his opinion ee Prem vé, let us look at the econo- 
my of God with the house of Israel, pointed out in the 26th 
chapter of Leviticus. It is, perhaps, impossible fo give a 
just and full representation of the subject of this chapter in 
fewer words than are there used, but for the sake of con- 
ciseness a few quotations only willbe made, The reader is 
requested at the same time, to examine the whole chapter 
with attention. See verse 18, “And if ye will not yet for 
all this harken unto me, then [ will punish you seven times 
more for your sins.” Sée verse 21, “And if ye walk con- 
trary unto me, and will not harken unto me; [ will bring 
seven times more plagues upon you accorJing to your sins.” 
24, “Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will pun- 
ish you yet seven times for your sins.” 28, ‘“‘Then I will walk 
contrary unto you also in fury, and I, even I, will chastise 
you seven times for yoursins.” The reader is referred to 
the text for an account of the particular punishments de- 
nounced against that people, which, while they are the mest 
awful and dreadful which can be conceived of, as possible 
for a people to suffer in this world, not one of them relates 
to a future state in the eternal world. 

The preacher will not deny that that people have been vi- 
sited with all the plagues, punishments and chastisements 
which are denounced in the foregoing chapter, nor can he 
with the least propriety, say that the punishments inflicted 
on that people for their sins, which God says is according 
to their sins, is not enough to astonish the most perverse 
of the wicked, with God’s disapprobation of sin. See the 
32d verse. “And I will bring thetand into desolation ; and 
your enemies, which dwell therein, shall be astonished at 
it.” It is unnecessary to labour the argument to show that 
the dealings of God with the different nations, noticed in 
Scripture, are marked with a decided disapprobation of sin, 
and an approbation of righteousness. sie 
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We know thata Prophet, of whom we have but little know~ 
ledge, complains something in the same manner as the preach, 
er does, in the 73d Psalm ; after which, in the same Psalm, 
he confesseth himself to be ignorant and foolish, even as a 
beast ; a very proper confession for one to make, who is un- 
wise enough to represent that the wicked, in this world, are 
better provided for than the righteous. 

It is by no. means uncommon for preachers, of all chris- 
tian denominations, to warn their hearers against sin, and 
to urge, with great earnestness, the remarkable punishments 
inflicted on the Jews, as an example of what we ought to ex- 
pect, if we are equally sinful. And in so doing they follow 
the worthy example of the great Apostle of the Gentiles. 
See 1 Cor. x. 5——-12. ‘But with many of them God was 
not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilder- 
ness. Now, these things were our examples, to the intent 
we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.— 
Neither be ye idolators, as were some of them: Asit is 
written, the people sat down to cat and drink, and rose up 
to play. Neither let us commit fornications, as some, of 
them committed, and sell in one day three and twenty thou- 
sand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur 
ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of 
the destroyer. Now, all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples ; and they are written for our admonition, up- 
on whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let 
him. that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” It 
seems not a little strange that a professed Christian preach- 
er, who has the. Bible for his guide, should endeavor to per- 
suade his hearers to believe, that God does not punish: sin, 
according to its demerit, in this world, where it is commit- 
ted. 

If it were necessary, it would be very easy to prove, on 
the other hand, that virtue is also amply rewarded in this 
state of being, according to its purity. But it seems unne- 
cessary to labor this point, as men in general, and .even 
pharisees, in these times, are loth to say in so many words, 
that God does not reward them according to the cleanness of 
their hands. However, as the preacher suggesis that. Da- 
vid was among those who thought they had some reason to 
complain, it may be weil to produce his testimony to the 
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contrary ; and this will be particularly welcome as it clears 
the divine character from an uncharitable representation. See 
2d Sam. xxii, 21. Fhe Lord rewarded me according to 
my righteousness ; according to the cleanness of my hands 
hath he recompenced me.” » 25. ** Therefore the Lord hath 
recompenced me atcording to my righteousness ; according 
te my cléanness in his eyesight.” Whoever will read and 
carefully examine the whole of this chapter, will see that no 
comment is necessary to show that David was fully satisfied 
with the marks uf distinction which the rock of his salvation 
had made between him and his enemies. 

“Men of corrupt atid envious minds; who have the vanity 
to believe themselves more righteous than their neighbours, 
forevér feel wounded when they see that the heavens snile 
on their neighbours with shines & showers as well as on them, 
and they are under ‘the necessity of gratifying their envy 
with promises of distincticn in another world, where they: 
will have the distinguishing favor of resting on beds of roses, 
while their malicious-eyes will dtink exquisite pleasure io 
seeing their fellow-creatures, even their own children, wreck- 
ed on sheets of scorching flames forever! Sach is the spirit 
and such the doctrine, with which. the meek son of Mary, 
and the exalted Son of God, is dishonored in the worid 
which he came to save. And this is the spirit, and this the 
deadly error, from which the divine light and heavenly love 
of his gospel, is revealed, to save transgressors. 

The preacher on his 9th and 10th pages-has introduced a 
number of passages of scripture, which he supposes go to 
prove that God will make an eternal distinction in the future 
world, between mankind, under the different denominations 
of righteous and wicked. These passages we wil consider. 
The first passage quoted is from Psalmi, 5.‘ The ungodly 
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congrega- 
tion of the righteous.” If this passage were spoken or writ- 
ten by the direction of the Holy Ghost, to show that mankind 
will remain eternally in a state of sin and opposition to God, 
then the preacher has quoted and applied it justly, but we 
proceed to show that this is not the cases The Holy Ghost 
in this Psalm shows in a beautiful»and most rational light, 
the distinction between righteousness and sin, the eternal 
durability of the former, and the momentary existence of the 
latter, Speaking in the 1st and 2d verses, of the blessed 
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nian that walketh not’ in the counsel of the ungodly, &c. pros 
ceeds in the 3d and onward, to show the difference between 
this and the opposite character. ‘* And he shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth ‘his 
fruit in his season : his leafalso shall notwither » and:what« 
soever he dothshall prosper. The ungodly are not sor but 
are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore 
the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor simmers in- 
the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth 
the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodiy shalt 
perish.” Mark the distinction. ~The righteous is re 
sented by a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit im his seasov, bearing an unwithering leaf. 
The ungodly are represented by chaff, which the wind driv- 
eth away. A tree planted by a river of water, which produ- 
ces its fruit in season, is in a situation to increase its species ; 
but chaff possesses no power to propagate itself, it is not @ 
tree whose seed is in itself, and therefore is not a plant of 
God’s planting, and according to the words of the Saviour, 
will be rooted up. Notice particularly, that the way of the 
righteous is known and acknowledged of God, but the w 
of the wicked shall perish. Ifthe way of the wicked shalt 
perish, will it remain in the coming wevrld and to all eternity ? 
When sinners are saved from their sins, by the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the world, then the way of 
the wicked will perish. Thus wesee the scripture, with 
which the preacher wishes to support his notion of endless 
sin and unmerciful punishment, is directly against him: 
Nor was he more fortunate in his second choice ofa passage. 
See Psalm xxxvii, 18, 20. ‘** The Lord knoweth the days of 
the upright ; and their inheritance shall be forever.——But 
the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord shall 
be as the fat of lambs : they shall consume, into smoke shall 
they consume away.” No question from this passage ne- 
cessarily arises but the following. What will finally become 
of tne enemies of the Lord? That this question may be 
answered satisfactorily, we will leok at some passages of 
scripture directly to the point. See Rom. v. 10. “ For if, 
when we were enemies, we were ‘reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son; much more,’ being reconciled, we 
shall: be saved by his life.” xi, 28, 29,30, 31, 32. ** As'con+ 
cerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes ; but as 
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touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 
For the gifts and callings of God are without repentance. 
For as ye in'timés past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy ‘through their unbelief: even so have 
these also now uorbelieved, that through your mercy they 
also may obtain'mercy. For God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he ‘might have mercy upon all.” Col. i, 21, 
22. ** And you that were some ‘time ‘alienated, and enemies 
in your minds by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 
in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy, 
and -unblameable, and unreprovable in his sight.” These 
striptures make it plain that the grace of the gospel, ‘in its 
saving operations, converts God’s enemzes into friends, from 
sin to righteousnest.’ And this is exactly the same truth a6 
is thus spoken of the ministry of the word; committed to the 
apostles, “ to wit, that God was in Christ’ Jesus reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing unto them their tres- 
passes.” ath. AY hs | 

- It may labour insome very honest mind, why the text 
should say, that the wicked shall perish ? and why the ene- 
mies of the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs ? and why they 
shall consume away hike smoke? Answer, the wickedness 
of the wicked being brought to an end, it may be justly said 
that the wicked have perished, or that they are destroyed, 
for in the character of the wicked they are no more. The 
fat of lambs being used for burnt offerings, where, on the al- 
tar of God it was consumed by fire, and went off in smoke ; 
so the enemies of God must be purified by fire, even by the 
spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning. 

If contrary to the above solution we say, that the enemies 
of God will remain his enemies to all eternity, in a perma- 
went state of rebeltion, we as fully disallow the truth of the 
text, m that it saith, they shall be d@vstroyed and consumed, 
as we disallow their final reconciliation to God. 

Likewise it ought tobe noticed, that by wicked works we 
have ali been enemies ta God ; then of coarse, if the preacher 
have done justice to the text under consideration, it consigns 
us all to never-ending miséry, while he himself, like blind 
Sampson, fares the fate of the expiring Philistines. 

The third passage which the preacher has quoted for proof 
of his main point, unavoidably destroys his general argument 
tall its branches. See Isaiah iii, 10,21. “Say ye to the 
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righteous. that it shall be well with him ; fer ther shall eat 
the fruit of then doings. Woe unto the wicked 4 ' it shall be 
ill with him ; for the reward of his hands shali be givemhim.” _ 

With a visiw to. stiches: the preacher his error, we'ask. him 
if he do not find himself under the necessity. of acknowledg> 
ing that he has been, if he be not now, wicxeD? -If he 
answer in the negative, we reply in the language of. truth, 
‘If we say that we have-no sin, we deceive ourselves; and 
the truth is not in’us.”. If he answer in the affirmative, we 
ask whether he has received the “reward of bis hands ?” 
It the wicked must receive the reward of their hands, andif 
they cannot receive jt in this world, then of course they 
must receive it. in the world to come, where the preacher 
will as surely be punished as his “loctrine is true ! And not 
only the preacher, but all those who are redeemed frem sia 
by the blood of the everlasting covenant ; for they could not 
be redeemed from sin if they were not wiIcKED, and if they 
were wicked, and if thev have not received the reward of 
their hands; por ‘can receive it inthis world, they must in 
the world to come! 

It is remarkable that the preacher should happen to a 
the verses preceding his quotation, which show that the e- 
vil reward of the wicked, as the fruit of their hands, is re- 
ceived in this world, where their sins are committed.. See 
verse 8 and 9. »“‘For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fall- 
en; because their tongue and their. doings are against the 
Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glory. . The shew of their 
countenance. doth witness against them, and they declare 
their sin as Sodom, they hide it not ; woe unte their soul! 
for they HAVE REWARDED EVIL UNTO THEMSELVES.” Here 
js the ruin of Jerusa!em and the fali of Judah, which is the 
reward of the, hands. of the wicked, which they have _re- 
warded unto themselves. : There appears. to. be no: more 
reason why the text under consideration should be.applied 
to a future state of existence, than for -~applyi ing it toa state 
of existence. before we came into this. . 

The fourth passage which we find-quoted for the sonpoe 
of proving that.some‘ot God’s.rational offspring will be pun- 
ished unmertcifuliy to ail eternity, is found.in Mal..iii. 16, 
18. ‘ For them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his name, a book of remembrance was written before him. 
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day 
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when I make up my jewels ; and I will spare them 1s aman 
spareth his own-son that serveth him. Then ye'shall retuyn 
and discern between.the righteous and the wicked ; between 
him that serveth.God, and. him that serveth him not.” If 
this. scripture had said, that we-should discern between those 
who are blessed with immortal life and glory in the eternal 
world,-and those who are cursed with’ never ending unmer- 
ciful torments, it would have been ta the preacher’s purpose ; 
but as it alludes to no such thing, therefore it is no evidence 
ef such an event. .) ‘ St AE taper et aay Te 

If the reader will look at the foregoing passage in its con- 

nection, he will find that the prophet designed the text for a 
refutation of what the preacher endeavors to support by it. 
The preacher wishes to show that the wicked are happy in 
this world, and that the righteous are miserable, but that it 
willbe different.in the eternal world, &c. Now read the 
prophet. ‘* Your. words have been stout against me, saith 
the Lord : yet ye say, what have we spoken so much against 
thee? . Ye have said it is. vain to .serve God; and 
what profit.is it that. we have kept his ordinances, and that 
we have walked mournfully before the Lord of Hosts? And 
now we call the proud happy ;, yea they that work wicked- 
ness are set up: yea they that tempt God are even deliver- 
ed.” Here‘is what a very religious people said, and it cor- 
responds exactly with what the preacher sa¥s in his sermon, 
That religious people are accused, by the Holy One in the 
9th verse of this chapter, of robbing him, and of being cursed 
in consequence of so doing. ‘ 
. The preacher’s fifth text.is in St. John v. 28,29. “The 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and.shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation,” 

On account of a general consent to an opinion of this text, 
which opinion bas been long sanctioned by tradition, it is 
necessary to show particularly the error of applying it as it 
is usually applied. : We shall show in the first place, that it 
18 more.reasonable to.suppose that this text was spoken ina 
figurative sense, than the reverse. 

See the 24th verse and onward. ‘Verily, verily, I say 
unto. you, he. that. heareth :my_ word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
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¢omeé into condemnation ; but is passed from death un. 
to life. Verily, verily, I say unto.you, the hour: is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live.” 
The dead here meant, were those, undoubtedly, who heard 
the word of Christ, and believed on him who sent him, 
whereby they passed from death unto life. ‘This death then 
des not appear to be the death of the body, but of a mora} 
nature, ) 

The graves therefore, mentioned in the 28th verse, ought 
riottd be uitderstood to be the literal tombs or sepulchres in 
which literal bodies, when literally dead, were laid, becouse it 
is not using the text judiciously to change it from a figurative 
to a literal mode of speaking. If the gravesare notto be un- 
derstood in a literal sense, the whole passage evidently alludes 
to what at that time was taking place, and what would imme. 
diately follow. The similarity of thistext with one in Daniel, 
js such as renders it reasonable to suppose that the Saviour had 
his eye on the same subject asthe prophet had. See Daniel 
xii, 2. “ And many efthem that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.” ‘l‘hose who were asleep 
in the dust of the earth, spoken of by Daniel, mean the 
same, undoubtedly, as those who were in their graves, 
spoken of by Christ; and by coming forth to the resurrec- 
tidn of life, and damnation, in oné text, means the samc 
as awaking to everlasting life, and to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt, in the other. That these passages relate te 
the same time and event, will not be disputed, even by the 
preacher. 

Let us next endeavor to determine the time to which the 
prophet Daniel alluded. In the 1st verse the prophet marks 
the time with a distinguishing circumstance, which renders 
our success in fixing this time satisfactory. ‘* And there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a fiation, even tothat same time.” See also this very time 
noticed by Christ insuch away as to make it evident that he 
meant the same time which the prophetdid. Mat. xxiv, 21. 
‘** For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be.” The case is now plain, if Chrise and if Daniel meant 
to’speak of never ending punishment in the eternal world, 
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wotld there be any sense in saying that there would not be. 
such a time of trouble afterward? Those of whom Christ 
spake as being dead, and of whom Daniel spake as being a- 


sheep, are undoubtedly compfehended by St. Paul to the: 
Ephesians, v. 14. “Wherefore he saith, awake thou that. 
steepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee. 


light.” Being in the graves, and in the dust of the earth, 
signify the insensible state of the Jews, resting in the rituala 


of the law, and those additional ordinances with which they. 


madeit void. From this stupor that nation was 


as with the voice of the Son of God, by the preaching of the 


gospel by the apostles, and by the dreadful calamities with 


which they were soon visited after the days of Christ. Then 


was there a dissolution of the Jewish hierarchy ; the master 
of the house rose up and shut to the door, those who be- 
lieved the gospel of Christ entered into the life thereof, 
thousands of others were destroyed by the Romans, and one 
of another, and the residue fell under the condemnation of 
choosing darkness rather than the light which God had sent: 
them, and into the everlasting contempt in which that people. 
have been through the ages since that time. 


As‘a still further reason for understanding the time of | 


which we have been speaking, as above set forth, the reader: 
is desired to observe that the Saviour distinctly declared 
that all the things of which he spake in this communication: 
to his disciples, in the 24th of Matthew, should take place ia 
thatgeneration, Aind not only is the reader requested to no~ 
tice the above, but also, that the three parables in the 25th 
chapter, were a continuation cf the same discourse which: 
has its beginning in the 4th verse of the 24th chapter, and: 
that that generation was the only time in which the whole 
| was to be fulfilled. By duly observing these things, it evi- 
dently appears, that the sixth passage which the preacher’ 
quoted, is by him misapplied ; as that passage is from this 
25thof Matthew. This chapter begins with the word Tren, 
which refers to the time which he had before designated. 
‘Then follow three parables, which were evidently spoken 
to represent the things of which he spake in the 24th. The 
last paragraph, out of which the preacher quotes his proof of 
© future never-ending punishment, begins thus, ‘When the 

Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 


my With him,” &c. See again Mat. xvi, 27, 28. ‘For the Som 
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of Man shall come in the glory of his father, with his angels ; 
and then he shall reward every man accabding to his works, 
Verily I say unto.you, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son of Man. coming: 
in his kingdom.” By putting.the words of oar Saviour to- 
gether, we learn to. correct the vulgar opinion respecting 
those scriptures. As it is evident from what we have seen, 
that the judgment noticed in the 25th of Matthew, took 
place in the generation in which Christ lived on the earth, 
so it will appear reasonable to understand the everlasting 
punishment noticed in the last verse of this chapter, to be the 
sante as the everlasting contempt spoken of by Daniel, as a- 
bove noticed... 

In the 26th of Lev. where the punishments of Israel are 
pointed out to be according to their sins, this punishment is 
called chastisement.. See verse 28th—** Then I will walk 
contrary unto you also in fury ; and I, evenI, will c#astisz 
you seven times for your gins.” So also in tlie last verse of 
the 25th of Mat. the word rendered punishment, is 4o/asin 
in the Greek Testament, which is of the same signification, 
the true meaning of which is to make better. 

The seventh passage quoted, is from Rom. ii, 5—7. “ By 
after thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasufest up to 
thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God ; who will render to every man 
according to his deeds: to them who, by patient continu- 
ance in well doing, seek for glory and honor and immortali- 
ty, eternal life ; but unto,them that are contentious, and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and. wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man 
that doth evil, of the Jew first, and also the Gentile.” By 
the views and sentiments exhibited. by the use which the 
preacher has made of the above scripture, he appears tobe 7 
exactly in the situation of a very worthy young man, of whom 77 

¢ have the following account in St. Mat. xix, beginning at FF 
the 16th verse. ‘And, behold, one came and said unto f 
him, good master, what good thing shall I do, that I may 
have eternal life?) And he said unto him, why callest thou 
me good ? there is none good but one, that is, God ; but if 
thou wilt enter into eternal life, keep the commandments. 
He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, thou shak do no 
murder, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal, 
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thou shalt not bear false witness, honor thy father and 
mother ; and, thou shalt love thv néighbour as thyself. " "Phe 
young man saith Whto hit, ‘all these things have I kept from 
my youth up: what lack T'yet? “Jebus saith unto ‘kim,’ if 
thou wilt be Ae ‘an ell that hast, ‘and ‘give to 
the poor, and chau shal€ have treasti 
aiid follow me. “But when the young man 
ing, he went away sorrowful ;” for he Brest sessions.” 
"This voung man éxpected to obtaid eternal life by doing 
some good thing, and the Saviour answered his question ac- 
carding to its merit. Ifhe were to obtain eternal life by his 
an Soret, it must be by keeping the law perfectly, without 
a Single fault. “And this is the sensé in which St. Paulused 
his argument, where the scripture is found quoted by the 
preacher to prove that’an eternal distinction will be made in 
the coming world, between those who are righteolis and 
those who are wicked, in this fife. ‘To show that the apastle 
intended his argument fcr the purpose of destroying all ideas 
of a distinstion in respect to justification unto life, we now 
proceed. “But’ id ‘this “Wwe ‘depend, in some measure, 


















on this subject ; beginning the Epistle, and studying several 
chapters. However, we Spall ve afew extracts which may 


assist in making the subject plain. ‘See verse 1st of the 2d 
chapter. ‘* Therefore thou art inexeusable; O man, whom- 
goever thou art, that judgest; for wherein thou judgest ano- 
ther thou condemnest thyself” ; for thon that judgest doest 
the same thing.” Verse 3. “ And thinkest thou this, G 
man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?” Verse 
6. “Who will render to ever? man according to his deeds.” 
In what manner does the apostle inform us that God will 
render unto every man according to his deeds? Answer, 
by granting to those who by Paeibc continuance in well-do- 
ing, seek for glory, and honor, and immortality, eternal life. 
As Christ told the young man, if thou wouldst ‘enter “into 
life, keep the commandments ; 0 the apostle evidently 
means, as he particularly shows in the 23th verse. “ For 
circumcision verily roficeth, if thou keep the law: but if 
thou »be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made un- 
circumcision.” ** But unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey ae indignation 


g man heard that say- 
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and. wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man 
that.doth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” 

How many does the apostle pretend have come short of 
the. Gror¢. mentioned in the 7th and 10th verses? How 
large a ‘proportion of mankind does he believe have sinned ? 
See his answer in the 9th verse of the 3d chapter. ‘“ Whar 
then? .Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for ave 
have before Proved both Jews and GentiLes that they are 
ALL,UNDER: sin.’ Also, verses 23 and 24. “* For atx have 
sinneD. and come short of the glory of God ; being justified 
freely by his grace. through the redemption that is iv Christ 
Jesus,” &c.. With these quotations also consider the 19th 
and 20th verses. ‘Now we know that what things soever 
the law. saith, it saith to them which are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. ‘sherefore, by the deeds of the law shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight : for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin.” 

What is very remarkable is, that the preacher should 
not see himself and every body else cut off from any hope cf 
justification pursuant to any probationary works of theirs, 
since the apostle asserts that the matter is proved that both 
Jews and Gentiles are all under sin ; that by the deeds of 
the law no flesh can be justified i in God’s sight, and that 
wherein he judges another he condemns himself. And it is 
also.¢qually remarkable that the preacher should not sce 
‘that,every soul who has sinned and come short of the glory 
of God, is freely justified by grace, as expressed in chap. iii, 
‘23, 24, which we have noticed above. “ For all have sin- 
‘ned,,and come short of the of God ; being justified 
freely by his grace, through h agi redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,” &c. To bring the apostle’s argument to a single 
point, sce two passages, one in the 2d chap, 10th verse, the 
other'in the 3d chap, 12th verse. “ But glorv, honor and 
peace, to.every man that worketh good.” “There is mone 
that.doeth good, no, not one.” Look on now to the 5th chap. 
48th. verse, “ Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment 
.came upon all men to condemnation ; even co by the right- 
eousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justif- 

‘cation of life,” 
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It is now hoped, that enough has been said to satisfy the 


reader, that St. Paul was a stranger’ to the preacher's "doce" 
trine of this eternal distinction, according to the worksof 


4 


the creature. | 


The sth passage which the Preacher has quoted for the 


purpose of proving that God will punish men eternally in the’ 
future world, is found if the 58th Péalm, pert of the’ 11th 
verse. {‘ Verily there is a reward for the righteous.” © Fe 
correct the preacher in the application of this text, we need 
only quote the whole verse : “So that @ man shall say, Veri~ 
ly there is a reward for the righteous ; verily he is ‘a° God 
that judgeth in the earth.” The preacher says, there isa re- 
ward for the righteous, but he denies that judgement takes 
place is THE EARTH! And perhaps for that reason he did 
not quote the whele verse! The last passage brought “in 
this assemblage for purpeses aforesaid, is found in Job xxxi, 
3. ‘*Is not destruction to the wicked ? anda strange punish- 
ment to the workers of iniquity?” This text we answer in 
the affirmative, but the passage says nothing about a future 
world, nor endless punishment. = sanlak 

We have now carefully examined the’scriptures which the 
preacher thought were sufficientto prove the proposition for 
which he Jabours so zealously, and which seems to lie so near 
his heart, but we find none of those scriptures atall to his 
purpose. Itis evident beyond all power of refutation, that 
the Holy Ghost never intended those scripturés to support 
the preacher’s opinion of endless unmerciful punishments 

We seriously hope the preacher will not be disposed’ to 
call our reasoning on the foregoing scriptures, “quibbles and 
declamations,” of which he speaks on his 21st page, unless 
he be disposed, at the same time, to prove such an assertion. 
This passage on his 21st page we will notice. Says the 
preacher, '* We are’got ignorant, indeed, of their quibbles 
and declamations upon this point; quibbles and declamations 
by which they delude the unwary, but which are completely 
refuted even by themselves. For while they talk of an atone- 
ment, and of being saved by the merits of the redeemer, they 
will also tell you that sinners ate punished, as much as they 
deserve, in this world ;” &e. As believers in God who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of 


the truth, and as deniers of ENDLESS UNMERCIFUL PUNISH- © 


MENT, we do by no means assume the place of judgment, or 
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? "7 
pretend to say how long God may, for gracious purposes, 
chasten or punish the rebellious, We believe that,chastises 
ment will be exercised by the faithfulness of our merciful 
father in heaven, as long as sin in us renders it necessary, 
and-no jonger. But let us laok at what the preacher calls 
our quibbles and declamations. ‘ For while they talk of an 
atenement, and of being saved by the merits of the redeem~ 
er, they will also tell you that sinners are punished as much 
as they deserve, in this world,” &c. We presume that the 
preacher does not mean to be understood, that we say that 
all‘sinners are punished as much as they deserve in this 
world, because that would be saying what we could not prove 
by the word of God, and it would be saying what. we pres 
sume'the preacher would be loth to afirm that we do say, 
But we say by the authority of God’s holy word, that God 
‘‘ will render unto every man according to his works.” And 
yet we say by the authority of the same holy word, that all 
who have sinned and come short of the glory of God, are 
“justified freely by.God’s grace, through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus.” Now if the preacher has called 
this guzbbling and declaiming, it belongs to him to prove 
such an allegation against the word of God, or to acknow- 
ledge himself, and that with confusion of face, to be in the 
wrong. : , 

Though we wish to close this examination and trial, we 
beg of our readers to have patience a little longer, there be- 
ing afew things more worthy of notice. In his improves 
ment, the preacher says, 1st. “‘ The doctrine of future pun, 
ishment is a fundamental article of true religion.” With 
this first, we will place his fpurth inference, in the following 
words. ‘* A denial of future punist ment is virtually a denial 
of the gospel.” It is supposable that every body believes 
that all punishment is future, in relation to the crimes for 
which punishment is inflicted, but we have before proved 
that the preacher means eternal never ending punishment in 
the future world, by future punishment, 

By placing these two inferences together, we learn that the 
preacher believes that the doctrine of FUTURE, NEVER-ENDING 
UNMERCIFUL PUNISHMENT, is €2 FUNDAMENTAL ARTICLE 
or THE GosPeL oF Jesus Curist. Now it is evident that 
a religion ought to be called according to its PRINCIPLE oF 
FUNDAMENTAL ARTICLE of faith; of course, the gospel 
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which the preacher believes and preaches, is, and ought to” 
be called, the cospet of eTERNAL, NEVER-ENDING PUNISH* 


ment! St. Paul has informed us that the gospel was preach- 


ed-to Abraham, and he is careful to tefl us: the words in 
which it was preached, and makes.an 5 amet the gos+ 
gel in such a way, as, it would seem, difficult not to under- 
stand him. See Gal. iii, 8. And the scriptur es, foresee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen through faith, reach: 
ed before rhe gospel unto Abraham, saying, in thee shall ‘alf 
nations be blessed.” With what blessing did "God promise 
to bless all nations? Answer, JUSTIFICATION THROUGH 
raiTu. Here the gospel was preached by God himself, 
but our preacher’s FUNDAMENTAL article was not mentioned 4 
The same apostle tells us again, see Rom. iv; 8. 

« Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.” What did Abraham believe? See the 
answer in verses, 5. “Now to. him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but deliev i on him that jastifieth the fngpody, 
his faith is counted for righteousness.” Here isa particular 
account of Abraham’s faith, but we’ find in it fo mention 
made of our preacher’s fundamental article. St- Paul,’ in 
Acts xx, 24, calls the gospel, “The gospel of the Grace of 
Gop.” In Eph. i, 13, he calls it the “Gospex of SALVATION.” 
vi, 15, he exhorts ug to have our “feet shod with the prepa- 
ration of the Gospri of peace.” Col. i, 23, he speaks of the 
‘Hope of the cospeL.” Can there be any sense in calling 
the doctrine of endless unmerciful punishment, * the gospel 
of the grace of God ?” ‘When ministers have their feet shod 
with the preparation of their fundamental doctrine of eternal 
damnation, do they appear beautiful upon the mountains as 
the “feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publishes 
peace ; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth 
salvation.” Who would be willing publicly to express their 
hope in this ** fundaniental article? ? With a design to sup- 
_ port this fundamental article, the preacher says on’ his 20th 
page, pursuant to his second inferetice, ** The grand declara- 
tion of the gospel is, “© He that believeth shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” Here the preacher 
has made a mistake, which we will rectify. “1st. In this sen- 






tence, which the preacher calls, “ the grand declaration of the » 


gospel,” is the thing to be believed, declared? Answer, No. 
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2d, Is not the bospe! the thing to be believed? Answer, Yes, 
What isthe conclusion? Answer, the gospel is not declared 
in the sentence which the preacher quoted, 

, By paying that attention to the mission which our Saviou? 
gave to.his apostles, which every professed preacher ought 
0 pay, we sec.as plain a distinction between the gospel and 
the above senience, as there is between a fact, and the belief 
or disbelief of that fact; as plain a distinction as there'is be- 
otween.good news, and belief or unbélief of that good néws ; 
as plain.a. distinction as there is between the justification of 
all.men,by the rightecusness of Christ, unto eternal life, and 
men’s believing or disbelieving in that justification. The 

Saviour. commanded his apostles to go intv all the world, and 
» preach the wospel to every creature; but he never command. 
ed» them .to.publish in theic preaching, what he told them 
would. be the consequence of men’s Believing, ot of disbe- 
lieving,the gospel, in the room of preaching the gospel itself, 
But the preacher by the above mistake destroys his Jundz- 
mental. article, for it is plain that this article is not expressed 
in what he says is “the grand declaration of the gospel.” 
‘Notice, ‘‘ He that believeth shall be saved.” In this part of 
“the declaration it is shown that if the time ever comes when 
all men,shall come to the knewledge of the truth, according 
~@ the, will of God, expressed by St. Paul to Timothy, thea 
 all.men willbe saved according to the wlll of God expressed 
by St. Pavlin the same communication, Therefore, it is 
» evident,that if all men believed the gospel, they would all be 
waved. dnthis.case, what would become of this fundamental 
* article ?.. Here we find the preacher labouring in the ab- 
surdity of supposing, that the fundamental article of the gos- 
pel dépends.on the gospel’s being disbelieved! Notice a 
gun, * He that believeth not shall be damned.” Here is 
»ymothing said. about endless damnation in another world. 
‘We should naturally expect to find the /undamental ‘article 
of the gospel in.the grand-deciaration ot the gospel. How 
do.the scriptures explain the meaning of the words, “ He 
that, believeth not sha!lbe damned”? Answer, “ He that 
belicyeth not 15 CONDEMNED ALREADY, and the wrath of God 
abideth oa, him.” ‘lhis:condemnatien will abide as long 1s 
unbelief does, and no longer. 
3 Qn.his 26th, page, the preacher, in endeavoring to show 
that the doctrine which he is at war with is more pernicious 














Examination of Mr. Worcester’s Discourse. oF 


than Deism,or Paganism, he says, “The Pagan believes that 
hist God, or Gods, will reward the good and punish the bad.” 
It is evident that the preacher here means that the Pagan 
believes in his doctrine of endless punishment. Thas he 
conceives that the Pagans believe the fundamental article of 
the gospel! Why should the preacher disagree with the 
Pagans about noo-essentials, as long as they agree in the 
fundamental article of religion ?_ The ancieng-Carthagenians 
used to offer men sacrifices to Satur, and in their supplica- 
tions they put infants in the arms of his brazen image, made 






pe} for the purpose of consuming these victims ofan offend-— 


, Similar abominations were also practised by thena- 
tions bordering on Judea, and even among the Israclites, 
but never by the command of the God of Abraham, nor to 
his pleasure. How far an ingenious mind might trace the 
consistency of such sacrifices, with the preachet’s fundamen- 
tal article, we will not pretend to say, but we very well know 
that the Deity worshipped by the believers of this. article, 
hold that infants must bark in a much hottér place than Sa- 
turn’s image, to all eternity, to vindicate Some ‘sacted’ prop- 
erty oftheir God!  * pm a eine Se vee 

It appears that this fundamental article of the preacher's 


religion, is in some measure growing out of repute in°his | 
ft 


town, and the Paganism with which it seems to be connect- 
ed, not so highly regarded as formerly, for which see the 
following lamentation, on his 28th page. -**My brethren, is 
it not most deeply to be deplored, that thig corrupt arid per- 
nicious religion has an establishment in this place ; and is 
regarded with so little abhorrence, and 86 little concerr ? 
Is it not to be lamented, with the liveliest sensibilities, that 
so many of the unstable and the ignorant, the unwarv and the 
young, are ensnared by its seductive allurements ?” Here 
is expressed the true spirit of those who mourned the ab- 
sence of their idol, spoken of by the Prophet Ezekiel. See 
his 8th chap. 13th and 14th verses.” “ Hésaidalso unto me, 
turn thou vet again, and thou shalt see greater abomirations 
that they do. Then he br ‘ie"to the’ door of the gate 
of the Lord’s house which’ was toWard the north ; and ‘be- 
hold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.” This weep- 
ing and lamenting the ‘absence of an ‘heathen idol, was-by no 
means: pleasing to God, nor is‘it likély that the preacher’s 


lamentation for the lost repute ‘of a fitndamental article of 
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his faith, foynded upon and supported by heathenish princi. 
ples,.is any more acceptable to that divine being, who has 
said, and has a right to say, ‘* My glory I will not give to a- 
nother, nor my praise to graven images.” 
_ After examining thus ir. and finding so much in this ser- 
mon so very repugnant to both reason and revelation, one 
might suppose that all its errors had been noticed ; but this 
is not the case : nor is it conceived that one half have been 
pointed out. However, it is believed, and that confidently, 
that enough has peen done to convince any unprejudiced 
mind that the general scope of the sermon is as contrary to 
the gospel of the grace of God, as it is contradictory within 
itself. As we have shown, we presume, to the preacher's 
understanding, that the use he made of his text is contrary 
to.its true sense, he, as well as our readerg.in general, have 
arent ta ask what that reward is, of which the text speaks, 
and how and where the diligent seeker of God is to receive 
1t? The answer to these questions is as easy as they are 
important. ist. What is the reward which we expect to ob- 
tain by seeking after any nameable thing? Answer, the 
thing itself. 2d. When do we expect to have this reward ? 
Answer, when, we find that for which we diligently seek. 
ad. What are the seekers, noticed in the text, in search of? 
Answer, God. When will the diligent seeker of God be 
rewarded ? Answer, when he finds God. 4th. How can 
70d be found? Answer, by the Son’s revealing him. 
5th., In what character is he revealed? Answer, in the 
character of a just God anda Saviour. 6th. Does not this 
«reward imply eternal life? Yes, for to know God, and Je- 
sus Christ, whom he has sent, is life eternal, 7th. When 
ds, this life eternal received and enjoyed? Answer, when 
this. knowledge is obtained. | 
Had the.preacher taken such a course, as the foregoing, 
vith his learning and good sense, specially if he could have 
alt the, spirit of the subject, how charmingly must the truth 
shave been,communicated from his lips, how profitable must 
his sermon haye been to the sheep of his charge! The abun- 
cea scripture to support him would have beautified the 
discourse, and also have edified his hearers. How anima- 
tingly does the Psalmist speak on this subject in his 19th 
Psalm... Speaking of the law of the Lord, under the simili- 
tude of the sun from. whose warmth nothing is hid, he says, 








. Examination of Mr.Worcester’s. Discourse. o7 


“Vhe taw of the Lord is perfect. converiing the soul: the 
testimony of the Lard is sure, making wise the simple. The 
statutes of the J.ord are right, rejoicing the heart: the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pére, enlightening the.eyes, | ‘The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, yea than much fine gold ; sweet- 
er also ‘than honey, and the honey-comb.. Moreover, by 
them is thy servant warned ; and mn deeping of them there is 
great reward.” Sce again, Prov. xxiv, 13,14.) Myson, 
eat thow honey, because it is good; and the honey-comb 
which is sweet to thy taste so shall the knowledge of -wis- 
dom be'unto thy soul : whea thou hast found it, there shali 
be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.” In 
the parable of the lost sheep, what did the shepherd leave 
the ninety and nine, and go into the wilderness after? | Ans- 
wer, the sheep which was lost. What was his reward? 
Answer, the sheep returned safely to the fold. The Saviour 
says, the Son of Man came to seek andto save that which 
was lost. What is his reward? ‘“ Ask of me,and:I shall 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy possession.” |. 

The thing sought for is the reward of the seeker. -How 
unspeakably is that soul made, who can say, ‘‘I have 
found him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets did 
write.” Great, said the Saviour to his disciples, is your re- 
ward in heaven. The preacher uses this passage on his 
16th page thus: “ Great is your reward.” Where? Not 
on earth, but *‘in heaven.” Where is that heaven which is 
the kingdom which Christ declated to be at hand. when here 
onearth? Where is that kingdom of heaven which Christ 
told the scribes, pharisees and hypocrites, that they shut up 
against men? Where is that kingdom of God which) Sx. 
Paul says is not meat and drink; but righteousness and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost? Let rejoicing angels 
give the answer. ‘Glory to Godin the highest, on carth 
peace, and good will toward men.” The preacher adds, ‘It 
is not in this world, but in that which is to come,that “God 
hath laid up for them that love him; what eye hath not seen, 
nor car heard, nor the heart of man conceived.” ‘Chat: the 
preacher did great injustice to this text, may be fully seen by 
its connection. See ist Cor. ii, 7,8, 9, 10. * But we speak 
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the wisdom of God ina. mystery, ¢ven.the hidden wisdom 
which God ordained: before the world untgour glory: whi 
none of the princes ef this world knew: for had they k 
it, they would not have crucified the Lord. of Glory, Bat 
as itis written, eye hath not seen, nor, ear» heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which ..Ged 
hath prepared for them that love him, «But: God hath. re- 
vealed them unto us by his spirit.” This:scripture is as. op- 
posite to the use the preacher made of it, as any two propo- 
sitions can be stated.. He accuses those who endeavour to 
support: the doctrine of Universal Salvation, on his 25th 
page, of making use of deception and false representations,” 
This verifies one important scripture which has been used in 
this trial to correct one of the preacher’s\ errors :..“ For . 
wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself’, 

We cannot but regret-having an: occasion to point out so 
many” erroneous ideas in the preacher’s Sermon, nor can we 

ss our sorrow that he should devote.those abilities 
which are worthy of a better cause, in persuading people to 
believe that the providence of God is more favurabie.to vice 
than to virtue iu this world. Who will love virtue for the 
sake of being frowned upon by the providence of God? Or 
isthe preacher .so much deceived as to think that he loves 
God because he is afraid of eternal punishment ? O decep- 
tion; how. many forn:s you wear! O hypocrisy, with how 
many false pretensions do you profess religion ! 

To:let the world know the illiberality of his heart, the 
preacher states on his 29th , a8 follows: ‘ And before 
this right hand be given to such communion, may this right 
arm perish from .ts socket.” . It was said of our bicssed Sa- 
viour, that Ae received sinners, and eat with them. Are 
we worse than sinners? Or is the preacher better than 
Carist? He imprudently makes no reserve, even if he were 
convinced of the truth of the doctrine with which he is at. va- 
rience gow, yet the dreadful imprecation is on him, if he 
givehis right hand to acommunion Where his own conscience 
would lead him! . We feel disposed. to say to such an. one, 
* friend, do thyself noharm.” He must have said this in- 
considerately ; we siacerely hope that he may speedily fee! 
that his folly is forgiven. — 

. Our readers ares equested to pay acareful attention to the 
reasoning in the foregoing examination, &c. Comparing the 
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scriptures with the observations, let nothin Te 
efn in thost researches after trae ‘wise se 
r ing't Ad eahoribear of ie SuvORrT" “Se 
sériptures, for in them ye thigh ye Have'eternal fife, and they 
até they ‘which testify Of me.” iadawa « ire 
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ANSWER TO A QUESTION N CONCERNING. THE PROPER: 
‘SUBJECTS OF PARTICIPATION AT° THE LORD'S *SUP+ 
PER. ee eae yea 


Questron—W hether it would be consistent with the order of.our. 
Churches, to give a. general invitation,.to the Lerd’s supper, on 

_ our Communion days, even.to those whose pames are. nat en- 
rolled amung the members, provided ens ie are generally 


good And as we view the sacramen FS Supper 4 
Gospel i Pi ig ld it. be er ocokalditoa of in gh views of 
that ordinance to admit little children, of st i fe to attend 
public worship, fo ) participate | that einblem a Saviout’s love? ? 


THE apt: oh per is a commemiotation of Chirist’s death’ by 
symbols—a commemoration of his déath as cofinected with 
his resurrection. » It is wholly celebrative in its kind, as was 
the passover in the hotise of Istaet,’ of the detivefance out 
of Egypte By handling this ordinance wé bring nothitig to 
God for our acceptance ; but femind outselves of the’mani-: 
festation of his grace in Christ Jesus. “A's weho ‘no change 
or elevation of the elements es consecration, neither do 
we suppose any divine Virtue to be infused into’ them and 
conveyed by them to us ; but we use them as ‘here extérnal 
symbols of's a reality’ independent of 'thefi?. © And we tse this 
ordinance to impress our own ‘minds more ‘particularly with 
the things signified by them, By’ meditation thereon. © For 
the bread ahtehi we raat in this” “rdinance, we consider as 
exhibiting the’ body of Christ, and expressive of the uni 

subsisting betweeti him and mankind’ ‘brethren, and fe 

tipon Bint in our hearts, rejoicing-in thé € given dts Ve 
in him by the Father before the world, i purpose’df his 
owh will, prompted’ by” his goodness of nature. Add” iw 
Christ’s: death, this grace was manifestéd, ending and closiig 
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forever the mortal state of suffering; and bringing life and, 
immortality to light in his own person as the head of every, 
mau-—as the resurrection and the. life, of all humans nature, , 
And the “ cup of blessing,” which we drink, we regard. as. 
expressive of the communion of the blood .of Christ,.even. 
the blood of relation—the life hid with Christ in God, which 
shall deliver us from the bondage of corruption, and translate 
us into the kingdom of celestial glory-—into the liberty of 
the sons of God. We take this emblematic cup of salva 
tion, and drink abundant consolation out of the thing: signi- 
fied thereby ; and forget. our poverty in the earthly state, and 
remember our miseryno more. And as we view the Salva- 
tion of God to be a common salvation, unto which every knee 
shall bow, and which every tongue shall confess, we must 
suppose it orderly to invite all present on our communion 
days, who are believers in Jesus Christ asthe Son of God, 
to sit down with us to the table of the Lord spread among 
us :—we think it right to bid them all welcome to this feast 
of love! concluding that noone who commemorates the say- 
iour’s. death—discerning the Lord’s body,” will wantonly 
and habitually indulge in vicious and unworthy deeds, to 
bring a reproach upon their profession, and tribulation and 
anguish into their own hearts. And why should there be, 
to seriously disposed persons, any more barrier to the com- 
munion, than to hear the preaching of the gospel ?. As the 
gospel that we preach is a:;common good equally open for all, 
why should not the communion, which.is. the emblematic ex- 
hibition of the gospel, be accessible to ‘‘ whosoever will ?”, 
Why should those who hopey and who rejoice .in the hope 
of eternal life im.a world to come, refuse to celebrate divine 
love upon earthtogether, because of some difference in oping, 
ion on lesser matters ?. ) | 
As to little children partaking: of the sacrament, by the 
direction and instruction of their parents, as they go to meete. 
ingybefore they chuse it, or request to be admitted. I cannot 
say that itis at present my opinion.. I know that small and 
great in the house of Israel ate the passover in celebration of 
deliverance from bondage, and that we baptize infants. But 
in baptism. the subject is passive ; and thereby, the putting 
upon us the heavenly image in the immortal. state, by the 
power of God, is represented, which we may confess confi- 
dence in for our infants, as well as for ourselves. by such ap 
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emblem-applied to them, as that which God shall give to. 
every one personally by a new dispensation. But in the. 
communion we act by eating and drinking, which expresses 
the choice and acquiescence of the mind, which requires dis- 
cretion.in a greater degree’ than children possess when they. 
begin to go to. meeting, which is when about three or four 
years old. But when a youth of maturer age, $ay.no more’ 
than eight or nine years, requests tobe admitted to the com-. 
munion, and understands the ordinance to be a, celebration. 
of the love of Jesus Christ, I think-he or she ought to be. 
admitted and received with pleasure.. And we confess, 
were this a practice among us, and measures of instruction 
adopted to bring it forward, I doubt not but that we should 
have a goodly number of young professors, of whom it might 


be said, ‘Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou — 


hast:perfected praise.” 
——ap 4)> Ca 


: * 
SIR RICHARD STEELE’S LETTER TO THE POPE. 
(cONTINUED. ) | 


But we have one very common, and very scandalous re- 
presentation, in multitudes of our,churches.; which in my 
Opinion comprehends all .possible absurdities of that.sort :. 
and that is, of the Trinity ia Unity, figured in a triangle, 
and generally inclosed in a.circle over our altars ; as it is 
inthe pictures which are now become fashionable in our 
common-prayer-books. This is justly esteemed the mose 
inexplicable and unintelligible mystery. of our faith, And 
yet it issuffered by those who so esteem it, to be set forth, even 
to men’s eyes, by.a mathematical figure ;- which always sup- 
poseth the clearest and fullest ideas possible ; and the Eter- 
nal Father of all things is represented to christians, as one 
side of an equilateral triangle. In this point, I am almost 
ready to give up the cause to you ; and to own that all your. 
crucifixes, and all.the figures of your saints, (who were 
once men and women, and therefore representable) put. to- 
gether, have not any. part of the monstrous absurdity of this 
single representation. : 

The preaching, as it is called, of our popular men,* (upon: 
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which we used to value ourselvés exceedingly) is now tome’ 
to that degree of offence; that in many "places, persons of” 
sense and seriousness stay at hoine out of piety, and abséht™ 
themselves from our assemblies for fear Of hearing. ‘For’ 
the truth of what I affirm, I appeal to the intelligence’ sent’ 
you by the agents of your church amongst tis; who have’ of” 
late been seen to take notes from the mouths of some of our 
followed preachers. For my own part, I have imagined 
myself sometimes to be at the late negociations at Utrecht,” 
and to hear oné of the French King’s Plenipotentiaries set.” 
ting forth the glorious and advantageotis terms of peace’ 
which his master hath yielded to us sometimes to be in” 
the midst of commissioners'of trade; hearing the terms of 
our commerce extolled to heaven ; sometimes at the funeral 
of a late-Princéss; and my é¢ars filled with the sound of ful- 
some panegyrick ; sometimes in a cabal of malecontent Jac- 
obites, disburthening all their spleen, as far as they dare, in 
invective, and satire, and insinuation, against the late revo- 
Iution, and their present superiors ; sometimes in one of the 
meetings of some of our old rigid Separatists, inveighing a- 
gainst their Bishops ; sometimes in one of Your Holiness’s 
Courts of Judicature, amidst the thunderings of wrath and 
damnation, denounced against all heretics and schismatics ; 
in a word, sometimes at the Bear-Garden, and sometimes at 
Bedlam : But at last; Ihave roused myself up, and found 
myself where I should least of all expect to hear, either such 
subjects or such language. 

About the end of January, and the beginning of February, 
we are in a more than ordinary manner, called upon to 
knock one another on the head, because our forefathers, (and 
particularly the forefathers of many of our modern high church 
champions) happened to be great villains above sixty years 
ago. And this is thought an excellent ‘topic to be insisted 
upon from generation to generation: nay, it is esteemed by 
mahy to be seasonable all the year round. 

But there is another topic which’seems to be in preat re- 
pute again at this time ; and that is the danger’ of the poor 
Church: adanger, which con¢tantly isseen to increase, in ex- 
act proportion as the hopes and interest of your holinéss’s 
friends in these parts decrease. So that'to know whether | 
this subject be in fashion, no one need to enqtiire any thing 
but hew it stands with the Roman Catholics in England ; 
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whether they are pleased or. displeased. Some cts) ok 
‘ pa rasa 7 Church reaps. from it; that 
a nauseous disgust io. many of the best members of 
ares and hath furnished.some of our-dissenters with this 
reason against uniunag with us, sevality will never te of a 
church that is almost. always in danger. 

One thing.more I mast. here mention ; : that she: Crarch, 
at mean that part of the Churchmea I am speaking of) is 
now in full arpension. of the privilege of applying God’s 
judgments to their neighbours: which our forefathers so 
justly condemned, and took such paine to ridicule, “im the 
worst of our Separatists. _.. 

‘Thus, the death of our late Queen, is a Hd ae upon a 
pation, unworthy of so much goodness ; though some weak 
fanatics, on the other side, have shewed them how easy it is 
for any tu interpret judgments ia theiriewn favor, by observ- 
ing that she died the very day upea which the late Schism 
Act, designed (as they pink; to ab "rob them of a natural. right, 
took place. 

After King Charles IDs restoration... the Fire. which de- 
stroyed the whole city,,immediately...following the P 
which consumed vast.numbers.of ‘ta inhabitants, -furnis 
matter for this humor... How. easy. wasit found to. make 
these to be great judgments,upeon, account of that very resto- 
ration! Now,the,same impious humor;(which is the very 
essence of fanaticism, letit bein. what.charch it will) ean do 
with a thousaud times smaller matters. A» fire; not to. be 
named with that ; a.mortality.amongst-our cattle, which all 





Europe hath felt much more grievously ; these are not only 


declared to be God's, judgments, (as without doubt they are) 


but it is sufficiently and plainly insinuated, that they are © 


judgments (not for their own sins, their own private enor- 
mities, or public ingratitude to heaven for their security ; 
for they never think of themselves,in this view ; but) - for 
something at Court which should not.be there : which all the 
world knows how to interpret. 

Thus hath fanaticism its vicissitudes, like the other things 
of this world : sometimes reigning in the church, and some- 
times "sag of it; sometimes against it, and sometimes for it. 
And thus is it come. to pass amongt.us, that preaching their 


own passions, and indignation, and resentment, under their 
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disappointed expectations, is called by too many, preachilig 

the gospel, and delivering messages from Heaven, : 

Your Holiness must not judge from hence that this is u- 

niversal. I can assure you we have some still amongst us 

who truly deserve the name of Preachers of the Gospel; 

some still left of whom the world is not worthy ; and of 

whom the world seems to think itself not worthy : for those 

whom I have before described are the mighty men of pop. | 
ularity, that: draw the affections and raise the passions of the 
multitude. ‘This disadvantage however, they have, which 
Your Holiness’s agents, (who help to move the machine) 
would do well to put them in mind of ; that the times are 
changed ; and that there is not now one at the helm, who 
will either support them in their exorbitances, or betray the 
administration into their hands. 

I return now to other subjects. 

One great privilege we acknowledge there is which you 
enjoy above us; that your material Churches, as soon 
as they are consecrated to the service of God, are ex- 
‘empt from all human power whatever. They become imme- 
diately the refuge of the worst part of mankind ; they fling 
open their doors to robbers and murderers ; and cut-throats 
and assassins feel their salutary influence, and find within 
their walls, safety from force or justice. In this manner, 
and m this sensé, do you invite and receive sinners into the 
bosom of Christ’s Church :’ and such a charm is there in 
that sacred ground, that no man can attack them in their a- 
sylum, without being destroyed by your thunder. 

But then to set against this, we have some advantages of 
a like nature which you are not aware of. 

I have known the time when the figure of a material 
Church cut out in pasteboard, placed upon a long stick so 
artfully that it might seem to totter, and represent the danger 
our poor Church is in ; and carried with an awful air before 
a Reverend Dignitary at an election for Parliament-Men, 
hath been thought a sovereign remedy against its enemies, 
and of force enough to drive them headlong and ‘ spiritless 
out of the field. Nay, [have known the very word Church, 
or High Church, pronounced with a loud emphasis, and 4 
proper accent, and repeated adue number of times ; I have 
known it change the countenances and voices of a numberless 
crowd, into something fierce and horrid, more than whats 
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human ; blow up their hearts, and swell all their veins into 
a. sort of phrenzy, (which they called zeal, because it felt 
hot) and have the very same operation exactly upon them, 
and push them upon the very same exploits,.as if they had 
taken an excessive quantity of wine or opium. At the 
same time, I have known the same word, pronounced mov- 
ingly and tenderly, with the eyesand hands lifted up to 
heaven, turn falshoods. into truths ; asinner into a saint ; 
and a disturber of the common peace intoatutelar Deity. 

These are privileges which I think it worth yout while to 

be acquainted. with. But there is one more advantage T will 
not omit, becausé¢ we seem to depend very much upon 
it, and. have already received much good from it ; and you, 
as I am informed by travellers, have nothing like it. And 
that is, “ That we never fail to remember our Church in all 
our cups ; to drink her health ; and to allow her prosperity 
a liberal share in all our merriments.” Thus we sanctify 
our wine. with our zeal forthe church ; and the wine returns 
the ciyility, by kceping alive and increasing the warmth of 
our zeal. 
. This, many persons esteem, to be a truer SBATAHerPstiE of 
a good churchman, than even the doctrine of passive obedi- 
ence itself: because it is known that. many other churches 
have espoused that doctrine ;.but no other. church in the 
world ever pretended to this practice butours. No tronder 
if Your Holiness hears sometimes of disadvantages or dis- 
appointments in the affairs of your Church, when this custom 
hath been so much neglected or discouraged amongst your 
peoples And if the word Church, alone, hath becn found to 
perform wonders, what may we not expect from it, when it 
is made a toast, and hath all the strength and warmth of gen- 
erous wine added to it? 

It is very entertaining te, observe how the Authority of 
the Church, the Articles of the Church, the Liturgy of the 
Church, the Homilies of the Church, shall all be urged by 
many ofour loudest Churchmen, and pleaded against others ; 
whilst their force shall be disallowed, and totally neglected, 
in points disagreeable to themselves. 

The Authority of the Church is the voice of God himself: 
But it is nothing to them, if they happen to have Bishops 
whom they dislike or suspect. ve : 

The Articles of the Church are irresistible arguments a- 
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gainst others ; but they beg leave to except two or threée‘un- 
necessary ones, which border too much. upon Calvin, or 
press too hard upon your Church. : 

The Public Service is, beyond all example, irreprehensible; 
but then, care must be taken to interpret the plainest pagsa- 
ges in it by the most obscure ; and particularly, that the ex- 
pressions of scripwure and ancient creeds, be faithfully under- 
stood in the sense of modern schoolmen. ii 

And as for the Hothilies, they are good or bad ; of unde- 
niable authority or of none ; just as they themselves please. 
Those against rebellion, are particularly good against all tu- 
mults, and disorders, and treasons, but their own ; and are 
to be urged home against the men whom they dislike. But 
those against your idolatry and antichristianism, and against 
many of your doctrines, I assure Your Holiness, are of no 
account amongst the same men, but as the warm, over-hasty 
efforts of ignorant zea!, in the first reformres : not fit to 
be urged against any true Churchman, (any more than those 
= the Calvinistical strain,) since the time of Archbishop 

aud. 

And all this passes smoothly, with such as are under their 
direction ; though it be so plain, one wouid think, to the 
most ordinary capacity, that all sach matters are fixed with 
equal infallibility ; that authority is the same when it is a- 
gainst them, as when it is for them; and that either all 
points of human decision are settled, so as to admit of no 
dispute ; or that none are. There is no medium. And 
unless this be allowed, without any empty distinctions, where 
there if no difference, I beliéve, in time, no man of sense 
will be able to see any difference between your Popery, and 
that of manv amongst us, but that ours is Protestant Popery, 
and yours is Popish Popery. | 

Learning hath been deservedly looked upon in polite coun- 
tries, as the great support and ornament of human life and 
true religion. But the state in which it is now amongst'ug, © 
is hardly to be described. It seems as if not only learn- 
ing, but even curiosity itself, and all pretence to it, were van- 
ishing from among us. Our educatieg is, of late, framed 
to heat our young men into faction, rather than to animate 
them intolearniog ; and boys, as soon as they are taught any 
thing, are seen to be entered into violence, and prepared for 
all the impressions of a party. | 
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. Quy Universities have been deservedly styled fountains 
of Literature... But I wish I could say there were not those 
in them who industriously poison those fountains, or who 
employ all their capacity and credit to make it become a 
more.laudable character, to be a furious zealot, than a goed 

vernor or a hard student ; and more reputable learning, to 
be thoroughly versed in the half-sheets and pamphlets of par- 
ty scandal, than in all the good sense of the best authcrs of an- 


tiquity. And I wish I had not occasion to add,that. from hence — 


it comes to pass in them, that sound learning, and good man- 
ners; and industry in promoting these, are often seen to ex- 
pese-a man toa series of disceuragements, opposition, and 
ill-treatment : whilst party zeal shall recommend persons 
of whose tempers, or capacities, or movals, I shall say no- 
thing, to all the regard and honor that can be shewed them. 

Your Holiness need not indeed, much fear any prodigious 
advances farther, on our part, towards learning or truth : 
which, unless we have it already in our possession, may lice 
eternally at the dottom of the well, for all that we are likely 
to do, to draw it up ; no duckets being allowed to be let down 
for it, but what are stamped; and no ropes to be used to let 
them down, but what are of just such a measure and strength. 
For by this means, how can it be, but that the capacities and 
application of the greatest sou's must be exceedingly cramp- 
ed and stinted, when the whole method of procedure is so 
exquisitely fitted not to enlarge the views and enquiries of 
men, but to determine the mind to one certain set of thoughts, 
already fixed to be truth; and the tongue to one certain set 
of sounds, for their eternal defence and security ? 

The Public Exercises are not indeed exactly what they 
were, when the bare word of Aristotle, or Aquinas, passed 
for truth, as curently as a Bank-note passes for money.— 
But the method they ate ia is still the same in quality; thougk 
noé in quantity... For though we have discarded many par- 
ticulars, yet we retain, in the whole, much the same forms 
and modes which you left with us at parting, for the better 
securing of what.we have not discarded. «is 

We dispute'still in a constant round, as you, our prede- 
cessors, used to do, De omni. Ente, sctbilt, and non scibiili. 
Wehave still the same Quoad hoc, and, Non guoad hoc; the 
same Quatenus, and Non quatenus, which we inherited : and 
many other auxiliary words, of great importance to refreah 
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the disputants, and to keep a dispute going > but of noné at 
all, towards the discévering or recommending any one sins 
gle truth to the world. ' 

This method may bé called the art of ornate as tom 
as the moderator of the dispute is at leisure: and may well 

enough be supposed to be a game at learned racket. ‘The 
question is the ball of contention : and -he wins who ‘shews 
himseif able to keep up the ball longest. A syllogism strikes 
it to the respondent : and a negation, dr a lucky distinetion, 

returns it back to the opponent. And so it flies over: the 
heads of those who have time to sit under it, till the judge 
of the game strikes it down with aathority, into rest -—s ‘sI- 
lence. 

This is the state of things with us, and that chiefly imrca- 
ses in which all generations, and all’ men, are equally:con- 
cerned. Whatis truth is determined for us, and’ settled 
before we are born, by forefathers and superiors, in the-ages 
of illuminated understandings, and unprejudiced judgments. 
And our learned education doth not so much as ‘pretend to 
be designed for farther discoveries of truth, in the most im- 
portant matters: but is all framed to teach us the art of de- 
fending that which is already found out and decreed to ‘be 
truth. before our time ; and the great duty of being humbled 
into contentment with what is already provided for us ; ‘and 
into an abhorrence of all vain thoughts:f improving the in- 
. tellectual estate left us by our caretul ancestors. ‘The voice 
of authority is this ; hitherto shalt thou:come, and no further. 

After this manner is every thing in ‘our schools of litera- 
ture and theology, established within unmoveable limits. 
We have established questions, out of the number of which 
it is not allowed to wander. And this creates a round of es- 
tablished syllogisms, to carry on the attack, and established 
distinctions for the defence. From hence it comes to ‘pass 
that even the youngest disputams are often heard, ‘in ‘their 
first public exercises, to debate about. God’s prescience, and 
future contingeucies, in one fixed method of difficulties and 
solutions ; and with full as much learning, and ‘as ‘clear 
light, as is to be found amongstthe labors of the weightiest 
of the scholastic writers themselves. 

But the good effect is muck more visible, and anuchimdie 
remarkable, in the Theological Schools, where the method 

3s equally, in one uniform, unvaried’ course : and where; by 
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that means, it is not quite so uncommon a thing as some per- 
sens wish it were, to hear St. Athanasius’s, or St. Austin’s 
word, go farther than an Apostle’s ; and an idle distinction, 
or incomprehensible detinition, of one of your schoolmeny 
decile a difficulty much more to satisfaction, than a plain, in- 
telligible expression or affirmation of our Saviour’s. — 

It it were in any degree better, either in ‘the’ established 
universities of North Brita, or in our dissenting academies 
in the South, I would freely. own it. But take-my word for 
it, it is, of the two, rather worsé.. In the North, theré be- 
ing a temporal kingdom of Christ, as ‘well asa spiritual’one, 
settled by law ; ordination and preferments ae ‘by ‘couse- 


quence rigidly and inseparably tied to one certain’ scheme of 


opinions : and'this naturally determines ‘the public educa- 
tion ; ‘and mukes the rising genération conscientiously avoid 
the least tendency to any design of being wiser than their 
forefathers. * ; 

And in the South, amongst our non-conformists, it is 
much the same. Te same logics, and the same bodies of 
theology, (a8 they are called) descend ‘from generation ‘to 
generation. The same‘systems and svllogisms, ‘definitions 
and: distinctions, pass ‘on current for Divinity : and Calvin 
and the Gospel go hand im hand ; as ?f there werenot a hair’s 
breadth to choose between them. — PIAT to 
_ There may beexceptions ; but'this is generally the case « 
and the more unlikely soon to be otherwise with them, upon 
two accounts ; first, because their toleration is fotitded upon 
their mighty boasts of adhering more strictlyto the Doctrinal 
Articies of the Church, in the sense of the first reformers, 
than the Churchmen themselves ; the’ defence of which 
therefore, is pretty much left'to them, to pride thenzselves ‘in : 
And, seconuly, because their very catechisms are systems of 
all the deep points, and common-places, and hard words in 
. divinity ; by which means, their people being all systematical 
divines, keep them strictly tothe received scheme, and raise 
very great clamours, and very little contributions, upon the 
least deviation from what they have hitherto valued *them- 
selves upon understanding better than'their neighbours, and 
have been taught, from childten, to embrace as the very es- 
sence and life of the gospel. , 

To-this method of literature it is, that'we owe (what is of 


the greatest service to your cause,) such a multitude of wri- 
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ters, on all sides ; who, when they come abroad. lato, the 
world, defend the sublimest’ points by the bare. repetition of 
words, to which (when they are pressed) they are nota, 
shamed to own, that they have no such meaning as they fix, 
to them,,upon any other sing!e occasion, in the whole sans 
pass of speaking : that is, none at all. 

And to this it is that we owe, at leagth, the blessed dis. 
covery, and candid profession, that it is not fit that we should 
have sny meaning to our words, when we speak about God, 
the Supreme Being, whom _we are to worship, in spirit and 
truth. A profession which, if it doth not turn to Your Hox 
liness’s account, it is not their fault, who own it, amongst 
Protestants. 

The chee, great inendinenhé to any advances towards a 

Reformation in your Church, have been always found to be 
these ; a false learning ; a real i ignorance ; and a system of 
preferments, fixed and tied down to a particular system of 
opinions, or words. 

The two first often go together. There is often in the 
uneducated, a real ignorance, without a false learning : where, 
as, in the others, there cannot be a false learning, without a 
real ignorance. But, both put together, would have little 
effect against the nature of things, and the irresistible force 
of truth, without the last of thethree. Were it not for that, 
you-would quickly find, that the mask would drop from the 
face df,things ; and the clouds, which false learning had 
wrapt about the most important points, would be dissipated, 
and leave truth,in its lovely simplicity, naked, aad open ta 
every honest eye. 

But your security, vou find, lies in the last. Whilst.the 
Church, and the World, aré so closely and vitally united, 
and the immense riches ‘of your Archbishopricks, Bishap- 
ricks, Deaneries, Cannonries. Abbies, Monasteries, Cardi- 
nalships, and: Popedom, are all confitted ta the worship of the 
%Mass- Book, and tothe creed and decrees of the Council of 
Trent: the sonsof your: church find little occssion for any 
such learning, as may tend to poverty ; bata great deal of 
comfort imanother sort of it, which Carries as big a, sound 
amongst the vulgar, and turns to a much better accoynt,,as 
it brings along with it defence and riches both; and serves 
to support those apinions, which support that Church whick 
ts endowed with those riches. 














Steble’s Letter to the Pope. 114 


“'Y d6 not'thention this with a view to your affairs” only ; 
but 4rd onal So that you have so much of this yourselves 


and find so pr ous a benefit in it, that you have the lvss 
décasion to wonder at, or envy, the something like tt amongst 

Your Holiness needs not, I think, call in the assistance of 
your Ihfallibility,, to judge, rom all this puttogether, in what 
a condition we really are; whilst, all the while, we are boast- 
ing of our glorious separation from you, and deafening the 
by-standérs, and tiring ourselves, in our several ways, with 
loud cries about our own apostolical purity and tion. 

"As far indeed as we are in practice separated from you; 
in what we ourselves condemn in your Church ; so far we 
may, consistently enough, boast. _ But as far as we are uni» 
ted to you in our practice, though irreconcileably separated: 
in words, methinks, (to confess the truth) you have rather 
a handle of boasting against us, that we ourselves think fitto 
practise, in some instances and some degreés, what we pro- 
fess so severely to cry out against in your Church.) » 

I forget that Your Holiness hath the affairs of the world 
upon vou. Byt I can’t persuade myself to Make any apolo- 
gy, when I consider it DP date interest that I should go on in 
this odd, unusual way, of speaking truth: © © ©: } 

I have freely laid before you, what may reasonably enough 
give you and your Cardinals ‘a seusible pleasure, Ihave 
withoutreserve, shewed you many of the fcllies;weaknesses, 
unhappinesses, inconsistencies, and wickedoesses of us Pro« 
testants. Itis but just toourselves, now, that I should change 
the scene a little, and take down your satisfaction a few de+ 
grees from that height, to which it may ‘by this time:be rai« 
sed. I scorn to flatter you, any more than ogrselves : and 
how should you know the true measures, either of your 
hopes or of your fears about Great Britain, if you be now tru- 
ly informed of our advantages and happinesses, as well .as 
of the contrary. Nor is it any thing more than what is rea- 
sonable, that I, who have in the former part ot this address; 
made no scruple to give myself pain, in orderto give your 
holiness pleasure, should now be permitted to give you pain, 
in order to give myself pleasure : especially, since I prom+ 
ise, that if any thing offers which it may be a satisfaction to 
you to know, I will without reserve intermix it, to mitigate 
the affliction. 
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Know théh, Holy Father ; aud let,the conclaveof Gandi- 
nals. know); add let all your whole Church know ; and let 
the Universal World, wheresoever your Missionaries -are 
dispersed, know, that King Grorce now. wears the Crowa 
of these Realms; that the Elector of Brunswick-Lunen- 
burgh, is now King of Great-Britain ; that the. Protestant 
branches of our Royal Family, have in him begua to take 
place ; thatthe limited succession, so hateful to your friends, 
is now not oly in the dead letter of our laws, but in posses. 
sion ; that he 1s come to our wishes, safe; and untouched by 
the dangers of land or sea; that he is not only come, but is 
come attended hy his Royal Son, from whom we engage to 
ourselves the imitation of his father’s. virtues, and the ;con- 
tinuance of our happy state ;; that he is surrounded with a 
numerous young family, who raise the delight and expecta- 
tion of all.who see them ; with that Princess at the head of 
them , who, if we may judge from her past unequailed con. 
duct, seems destined and reserved by Heaven, for the true 
interest and glory of the Protestant cause : a cause, which 
(as far as the nature of human affairs gives leave) now prom- 
ises her,.in gratitude, one earthiy crown, ia recompence for 
that. other’ which her great soul formerly sacrificed to it ; 
and assures her of a heavenly one hereafter, whatever be- 
comes of the images of greatness in this state. 

. Forgive me that I repeat it ; King Grorce now fills the 
Throne of Great Britain : and believe me, notwithstanding 
all the intelligence of your friends from hence, (who are ever 
writing only what themselves wish) -believe me, I say,. he 
hath no theughts of leaving us. His-heart and soul is with 
us: and he hath too much greatness of mind, to be moved 
either by the brutal insuits or the base misrepresentations of 
his enemies, to any thing but what is great aod becoming. 
. Hesfeels he hath the riches and the courage of the nation oa 
his side. He.sees himself surrounded by true friends, as 
well as patriots, at Court. The coolest heads and the warm- 
est-hearts, are in his service. And he is blessed witha first 





Parliament, whose affections and passions are his; engaged 9 


in his cause ; and inflamed with a zeal for his glory and 10- 
terest, which:are one with their own happiness. And what 
hath he to fear, thus guarded without ; and possessed with- 
in of every thing thatcan recommend a Prince to the love 
ofa people ? 
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I can only attempt to give you some faint idea of what he 
is, and what we enjoy. 

“To see him, is to love him. Never was so much in- 
tegrity, and so much constancy, and so much sweetness, 
composed together, and expressed in features. He hath the 
dignity of the Prince, tempered with the ease and affability 
of the gentleman. His religion is christian virtue, without 
bigotry. Justice and beneficence.are all the arts of govern- 
ment which he desires to know : and in these he excels, e- 
nough to make him the delight of mankind. The wisdom 
of integrity in the public administration, is now going to 
shew itself to the senses of the world, to be vastly superior 
to all the mean artifices of falshood and cunning ; and to dif- 
fuse its blessings to presert and future generations. 

If you would know whether this view of happiness be any 
thing more than imaginary ; ask his subjects in Germany, 
how he governed, when his will was his law? Enquire, 
whether he did not then think himself bound to observe the 
great law of nature? and, whether justice and beneficence 
were not the measure of his administration? Or else, only 
ask them why they took leave of him, at parting, with floods 
of tears? Why they followed him with the tokens of uni- 
versal sorrow, and with all the signs of distress at sucha 
separation? And then judge, whether it would not be very 
unjust ia us not to conclude, that he who hath been tried by 
arbitrary power, and governed with justice aad goodness, 
when his willwas the law of his government ; will now be 
determined by the same justice and goodness, to make our 
law his will ; and to carry our legal happiness toa height 
unknown in former ages ; and to place it if possible, out of 
the reach of all future danger ? 

How could [ dwell upon this subject, did I not fear it 
would be too troublesome to Your Holiness ? 

In the midst of all this, I know you have comfortable sto- 
ries sent you, of the difficulties and discouragements he 
meets with. I confess it. He hath great difficulties to en- 
counter. But then he hath a great soul to combat them ; 
and an unshaken firmness of mind to go through them with 
glory. 

Iam not going to dissemble inthis point. The agents 
for your Church, and those amongst us who constantly go 
hand in hand with them, have without mercy embarrassed 
the affairs of the nation. It requires a wisdom, an applica- 
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tion, a dexterity, a perseverance, almost more than human, 
to rectify so many disorders and confusions as have been in- 
troduced. All these, he comes prepared to exert, to save 
and establish us. . 

I confess many are the obstacles and discouragements he 
hath already experienced : the fierceness of a false religious 
zeal, kindled and fomented by your emissaries, into fury ; 
the madness of rabbles, incensed by those who can have no 
security but in confusion ; the invectives of some pulpits, 
insinuating the vilest falshoods into the minds of the popu- 
lace, and giving the lie in the face of the sun, to all former 
professions of a sincere good-will to.his interest. 

( To be continued. ) 


—— > ae —— - 


LAND’S RE-INSTALLATION. 


Re = 


Rev. 2, last clause of the 10th verse. 


‘s Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
acrown of life.’ 


AMONG the inestimable properties which render the 
Gospel of God our Saviour justly entitled tothe highest pos- 
sible consideration and confidence of rational. beings, and a 
subject into which the Angels delight to enquire, Fa1TH- 
FULNEss holds a conspicuous rank. 

Fhe Gospel derives this character from the nature of its 
author, and the relation of all moral beings to him. The 
gospel is.a ministration of life from the very nature of God 
to moral beings, constituted in his image, the brightness of 
his glory. This ministration of life discovers the faithful- 
ness of God in that he acts towards his creatures consistent- 
ly with his nature, which is love, and consistently with 
the moral relation in which he has constituted his creatures: 
to himself, which is such as love, directed by infinite wis- 
dom, devised. That faithfulness which is consistent with 
the character of a father, and which ornaments as well as 
dignifies his preeminence, equally regards, on the other 
hand, the happiness of the child, and any deviation from the 
last object, is equally wide from the first. Thus we shall 
ever find the honour of God, as the father of his creatures, 
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and the highest happiness of his offspring, inseparably con- 
nected and manifested in the Gospel of eternal life. 

The beginning of the creation of God, in whom it pleased 
the father that all fullness should dwell, who occupies, by the 
merciful appointment of our all wise creator, the high office 
of mediator between God and man, has obtained, among 
many other titles of honour and distinction, the name of 
FAITHFUL. | ; 

The faithfulness of Christ is seen in his having no will or 
work of his own, but attending to the will and work of his 
father, according to his words. ‘I came down from heaven, 
not todo mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
Again, ‘‘ I have finished the work which thou gavest me 
todo.” The will of the father, as testified by Jesus, admits 
of the loss of none of all the heathen and the uttermost parts 
of the éarth, who are given to Christ, but embraces their 
being raised up at the last day. | 2a 

As co-workers with Christ, those whom he has called to 
the ministry of reconciliation, and chosen as vessels of hon- 
our to communicate the things of the kingdom to the many 
heirs of salvation, by the faithful discharge of their daty, ob- 
tain the high honour of being called FAITHFUL ; as it is 
written, ‘‘ And they that are wITH HIM, are CALLED, and 
CHOSEN, and FAITHFUL.” ao 

The first and the last, who was dead and is alive, ever 
having a watchful care over the ministry of his word, noticing 
the peculiar circumstauces of his servant, the minister of the 
Church in Smyrna, directed the solitary lover of his cross 
to communicate this encouraging promise to this suffering 
Angel of his Church ; “* Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life.” 

Not less numerous, nor less weighty, are the circumstan- 
ces which require faithfulness in the ministry of divine grace 
in these last days of Antichrist, when the Church is coming 
up from the wilderness of error, than when encouragement 
was needed forthe promotion of the gospel-in the Churches 
of Asia. 

The foregoing observations not only ev ince the proprigtyv 
of the application and use of our text, on this solemn and 
joyful occasion, designed for the establishment of one, whom 
we consider as called, and chosen, and faithful, in she im- 
portant work of the ministry, in this favoured section of the 
redeemer’s heritage, but mark, with much precision, the eyan- 
gelical path in which the doctrine of the text may be traced. 
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In further laboring this subject, arguments will be directed 
to the following particulars. 

1st. An illustration of the importance of faithfulness in 
the work of the ministry, will be attempted ; and 

2d. The promised reward, noticed in the text, considered. 

1st. It is conceived that no higher consideration of the 
importance of faithfulness in the work of the ministry, can 
be urged, than that’of the faithfulness of God, of which 
mention has been made. © In this work of God’s faithfulness, 
nothing was omitted which cou'd render the scheme of the 
gospel more extensive or more sure in its benefits. 

Could it be found in the plan of the Gospel, that our in- 
corruptible inheritance rested ‘on conditions at the disposal 
of any moral agency, at all subject to the imperfections of 
creature nature, the faithfulness of God would be out of the 
question. But blessed be God forever! He ‘‘hath saved 
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us jn Christ Jesus before the world began.” This 
is the record in the archives of heaven, *‘God hath Given 
unto us eternal life ; and this life 1s in his Son.” And here 
it is just to observe, that this gift of eternal life in Christ, to 
the world of mankind, was not pursuant to any. act of the 
mediation of the Sor ; but all acts of his mediation are pur- 
suant to the establishment of that gift in hin:, as will be seen 
directly. 

Corresponding with the vast and merciful designs of our 
heavenly father, above noticed, we find the promise of uni- 
versal salvation in Christ, made to Abraham, the father of 
the faithful; on which promise the chief of the apostles 
made the following comments. ‘“ The scriptures, foresecing 
that God would justify the heathen. through faith, preached be- 
fore the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, in thee shail all na- 
tions be blessed. When God made promise to Abraham, be- 
cause he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself. 
And this I say, that the covenant that was confirmed before 
of God in Christ, the law. which was four hundred and thirty 
years after. cannot disannul, that it should make the promise 
ofnone effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more 
of promise ; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.” What 
is the apostle’s conclusion? ‘* Let us hold fast the professton 


of our faith without wavering ; for he is fuithful that prom- 
>. . 
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adly. The faithfulness of the captain of our salvation, in 
his process of mediation, ought to be noticed as a high con- 
sideration of the importance of faithfulness in the ministry 
of his grace. 

The whole of this mediation, as has been noticed, is pur- 
suant to the eteraal purpose of God, purposed in himself, in . 
the salvation.of man: and not, as has been too generally 
taught and believed, the cause which induced our heavenly 
father to be thus merciful to his offspring. The unscriptur- 
al doctrine of God’s being reconciled to his creatures thro’ 
Christ, frequently expressed in supplicating the Deity to lift 
on us his reconciled countenance, while it is marked with the 
contradiction of changing an unchangeable being, supposes 
the infirmity to have existed in God, which the mediation of 
Christ was designed to cureinus. This infirmity is alena- 
tion from the life of Gad, through the ignorance there is in us. 
Toremove this ignorance, destroy this alienation, and to re- 
concile the world to God, was the great object of the media- 
tion of the Saviour. To this object, as a faithful and true wit- 
ness, his labours of love, in preaching the word of the king- 
dom, in miracles of mercy, in suffering and death, in his re- 
surrection from the dead, in his ascension into heaven, the 
descent of the holy ghost, and his abiding with his chosen 
ministers of peace unto the end of the world, were all directed. 

If, contrary to this argument, it be cogtended that all those 
mediatorial acts were designed to placate the Deity towards 
man, it most surely supposes that the will to do this work 
originated in the mediator and not in the father. But Jesus 
says expressly, ‘“ I came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me.” ‘The will of 
the father, which Jesus came to do, isthus expressed : “And 
this is the father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which 
he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. Tothis endwas I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto 
the truth. And ye know that he was manifested to take away 
our sins. For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, 
that he might destroy the works ofthe Devil. For as the fa- 
ther heth life in himself, so hath he given to the son to 
have life in himself; and hath given him ‘authority to ex- 
ecute judgment also, because he is the Son of Man. For this 
2s good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour ; who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
Of the truth. The Son of Mancame to seek and to save that 
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which was lost. And thow shalt call hts name Fesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” For the accomplish- 
ment of this great work, all power in heaven and in earth 
was given to Christ. 

Where is the unhallowed hand that would put forth 
a finger to point to a single item of all this vast work, and’ 
presumptuously sav, it will fail at last? Will a lover of the 
cross sav this? Will the called, the chosen, and the faith- 
tul, who are with Christ, say this? Tet it rather be said, 
as itis written, “He shall see of the travel of his soul and be 
satisfied.” ‘* Brethren, partakers of the heavenly. calling, 
consider the apostle and high priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus ; who was faithfal to him that appointed him, as also 
Moses was faithful in all his house. Consider him that en- 
dared such contradiction of sinners against himself, lcst ye 
bé wearied and faint in your minds.” 

3dly. As when our blessed Saviour was on earth, it was 
nécessary to oppose all the moral virtues with all their di- 
vine energies, to the opposition which came, like an over- 
flowing torrent, fed by a thousand streams, against the truth, 
so is the case atthe present day. Then stood up, to oppose 
the gospel, the high priest, the doctors of the law, the Phar- 
isees with their broad phylacteries, the ready Scribes, the 
Sadducees, with the whole ecclesiastical power of an aposta- 
tized Church. ‘Che’vengeance of excommunication from the 
Synagogue awaited the unhappy victim. of their religious 
zeal, who dared to confess Christ. And wherein does the 
présent opposition differ from that, except in forms and names? 
The pride of popularity then swelled the unsanctified heart 
of the religious bigot, who thanked God he was not like oth- 
ér men; the religion of the day, like a loose garment, cov- 
éred the extortionous worldling, and their painted sepulchres, 
full of dead men’s bones, were reverenced as friends and 
ministers of God. And who will attempt to show wherein 
that popular religion which denies the scriptural doctrine of 
universal justification through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, ia the present day, differs from the old doc- 
trine of the Pharisee ? The more opinionated those blind 
guides becanie io the vain notion that they were the peculiar 
favorites of heaven, the more they found it in their hearts 
to tavish the curses of the law, which they had made void 
by their traditions, on those whom they styled sinners. And 
surely it requires but little sagacity to discover the same 2- 
bomination in antichristian opposition to the gospel now. 
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It has been suggested that the divine energies of allthe 
moral virtues were necessarily put in operation, by Christ, 
against the enmity which persecuted ihe truth which he 
preached. ; and surely the necessity of faithful exertion is no 
less in the days in which we live. If prayers, watchfulness, 
meekness, patience, vigilance inlabeyr and painful sufferings, 
were the characteristics of the saviour’s travel, labour and 


ministry, what reason can be given why a different way should 


be travelled by the ministers of his grac€ im the present age 
of the Church? If, in reply, it be argued, that no.civil au- 
thority can now be directed by ecclesiastics against the re- 
ligion of the gospel, it is happily granted as it respects the 
tolerant government.ofour favoured country, but why should 
not this circumstance be improved to urge the necessity of 
faithfulness in the ministry of reconciliation? It surely 
ought to encourage the labourersin the, vineyard of the Lord, 
when they see.the.earth swallowing up the flood of persecu- 
tion which heretofore issued from the mouth of the Dragon, 
Can it be a reasonable excuse, for unfaithfulness .in labour, 
to urge that but little danger appears to oppose? The same 
spirit manifests its disposition in ecclesiastical goveroments, 
in many instances, now, which. formerly, when coalesced 
with civil power, used whips, dungeons and the stake.to main- 
tain the abominable pride of infallibility.. And it is against 
this spiritual. wickedness in high places,. that divine wisdom 
directs the gospel warfare. ? 

Though it would be far from just to insinuate that the Sa- 
viour was disposed to indulge the profane in their irreligious 
lives,as areason why he wasso sparing of heavy denunciations 
against them, it is evident that he viewed the Church as the 
great and mighty strong hold, where his adversary had fied 
as hislast resort. Against this fortress, therefore, he direc- 
ted the majesty of his arm. Fearful woes and alarming war- 
nings were ministered to thatrebellious house. That church 
was the Edom where his garments were to be stained, and 
where his victory was finally glorious. Sin in the present 
day, and ever since the Christian apostacy, has taken shelter 
in the Church ; sitting in the temple of God ; shewing him- 
self to be God. Possessing this strong hold, he directs 
his unmerciful thunders of condemnation against those who 
do not subscribe to his magna charta. This city is to be 
burnt with fire. Let those who are chosen to bear arms a- 
gainst it, be faithful. 


4thly. As has been observed, the faithfulness of Christ is ~ 
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seen in his having no will nor work of his own, but attending 
to the will and work of him whosent him. - The importance 
of this faithfulness rests on the perfection of goodness in the 
scheme of the father’s purpose, which we have observed in 
our first section. As it was not possible to deviate from the 
plan aad wisdom of God, by adding any thing which could 
make it better, or by omitting any thing unnecessary, faith- 
fulness in adhering strictly to divine directions, was of infi- 
nite importance. So in that ministry which is committed to 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God and not of us, faithfulness must be considered as indis- 
pensible. Unfaithfulness to the will and work which God 
has revealed in Christ, setting up a will and a work for 
which no directions are given in God’s word, has led the 
Church into the wilderness, through the instrumentality of 
blind guides, who studied their own gratifications more than 
they did the willof God. Then it became the trade of Priest- 
craft to make the word of God’s will bend to the word of 
the will of Antichrist, who having set up his rebellion against 
the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world, en- 
deavors to prove and maintain that the sin of the worLpnev- 
er will be taken away. If God says he will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth, Anti- 
christ says, God never did really will that such an event 
should take place. The fact is, vain men have a wiLt which 
is opposed to the wi1Lt of God, and they are so deceived 
that they think it must be more pleasing to God than the 
WILL expressed in the above scripture. What have been 
the evil consequences resulting from this unfaithfulness to 
the will of God? “Let the silent unutterable pangs of des- 
pair, the anguish of millions racked with unholy fear, the 
briny tear which bathes the supposed reprobate infant, tell 
the lamentable tale! Children of our heavenly father, and 
heirs of eterna! life in Christ, in the room of being brought 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, have been 
taught to believe that they were the objects of God’s wrath 
. and vengeance the moment they were born! How different 
from the testimony of Jesus is such doctrine? In faithful- 
ness to his father’s eternal purpose, we hear him say, * Suf- 
fer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not ; 
for of such is the kingdom of God.” 

Had the christian ministry been-as faithful to adhere to 
the law and the testimony, as they have been to invent 
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creeds of their own devices, and had they known or acknow- 
ledged‘no covenant but that which is ordered by heaven, and 
in all things sure, they would have kept the unity of the spi- 
rit in the bonds of peacess | . 

All the unhappy divisions, the murderous persecutions, 
the disgraceful animosities, and the unchristianlike coldness 
and indifference which have cast sucha stigma on. the name 
of christianity, are to be set to the account of unfaithful- 
ness in those to whom the people looked for instruction, to 
the plainly revealed will of God. | This particular brings the 
importance of faithfulness in the ministry, very sensibly to 
our understandings ; for we live in a day in which we see 
and know that those things have and do exist. What can 
be more inconsistent than a belief in the mercy of God, 
whereby we hope our sins are forgiven, and a disposition to 
condemn and disfellowship every: one who may chance to 
differ from us in opinion? | How different from the disposi- 
tion of our merciful and faithful: high-priest, who has com- 
passion on the ignorant, and them whovare out of the way. 

5thly. It appears just to notice, as another powerful incen- 
tive to faithfulness in administering the treasures of the 
word of life, the love which is justly due to our divine mas- 
ter, and the wants of the flock of God, over which the Holy 
Ghost sets the minister, as an overseer. To these particu- 
lars the risen Jesus very feelingly led: the mind of his ser- 
vant Peter, by first enquiring of him respecting his love to 
himself, and having received an answer the third time 1a the 
afirmative, all the blessed lover. of mankind required: of 
Peter, as a demonstration of the sincerity of his love to him, 
was to feed his sheep and lambs. The sentiment seems to 
be this: Simon Peter, you have been with me as an intimate 
through my ministry ; you have seen the works which I 
have done ; there was a time when you thought that though 
all men should forsake me, you should not, but you fell 
when the hour of temptation came ; you were a witness to 
my crucifixion, and you now know that I am alive from the 
dead ; I am now going to leave you, personally, in this world, 
for a little time, for glorious purposes corresponding with 
my labors in the salvation of mankind. Now, Simon Peter, 
if you have any love for me, show that love by feeding my 
redeemed sheep and lambs. In you, Simon Peter, let my 
flock find a constant, faithful shepherd. Yoa must not des- 
pise their infirmities, vou must not neglect them because 
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you do not receive, in all instances, due returns from them, 
for it is for the love which you have for me, that you are’to 
serve my flock. Be careful to give them no other food than 
such as I give you, bestow on no other conditions than those 
on which you have received. You will remember how pro- 
fanely you denied me, and never forget the constancy of my 
love for you ; be faithful, therefore, as my minister, to my 
redeemed, and ever assure them that I am the same yester- 
day, to-day and forever. 

6thly. Possessed, as the minister of the gospel is, with all 
the natural appetites, passions and imperfections common to 
other men, it requires a faithfulness which will occupy every 
hour of his life, to avoid being overcome, through the medi- 
um of séme of those avenues through which sin finds its way 
to the human heart. Itis necessary to keep constantly in 
mind, that the eyes of the Great Shepherd are looking on 
the path whichis trodden. That the ministers of the word 
are a spectacle to angels and to men, to exercise constant de- 
sires to God, that he may preserve his chosen vessel in hon- 
or, to keep the body under, lest when having preached the 
gospel to others, the ‘preacher becomes a castaway. How 
unlike the meek son of Mary, isthe haughty, heady, high- 
minded parson, who studies more the vain fashions and cus- 
toms of the times, than. he does the holy scriptures ? Who 
is more ready to entertain a thoughtless company with un- 
profitable amusements, than willing to taste the sweets of re- 
tired study, by which he would be enabled to give instruc- 
tion toothers. But O! howrefreshing, even as the rain 
and the dew from heaven, are the communications of the 
Scribe who is well instructed into the kingdom of heaven, 
bringing ont of his treasures things new and old. 

7thly. Let us notice the importance of faithfulness in the 
ministry, as noticed in our text, in relation to time, uNTO 
DEATH. There is no period of life to which the minister 
of the word may arrive, which will justify his throwing off 
the armour of God. The sin which most easily besets those 
who have for a long time labored in the vineyard, is that of 
supposing that they have learned all that there is to be 
known by men in this world. Having this notion fixed in 
the mind; in room of sitting at Jesus’ feet to receive further 
instruction, the opinionative man wishes every body to sit at 
his feet, to learn what he learned when he was young. But 
as the light of the gospel, like that of the natural day, is in- 
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creasing, and rapidly advancing, the man who has made his 
stand, will think others are all going wrong. . Thus: he not 
only loses the sweets. of fellowship and the refreshments of 
the traveller, but becomes unprofitable in his calling. Asa 
suitable remedy against such folly, we think proper to con- 
sider the words of the, Lord, Jesus to Saul. Arise, and 
stand upon thy feet; for I-have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a. minister.and a witness, both of those 
things which.thou hast seen, and of those.things in the which 
I will appear unto thee... St.. Paul; by the ,authority.of his 
Lord, could witness.to the things which, he had: seen, but 
had no direction to reject. further communications ; on the 
other hand, he. was made a minister and.a witness. of those 
things in the which his Lord should after appear to him. 
Thus it appears that he ever continued expecting new mani- 
festations, which led him to say, ‘Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: .but this one thing I do, for- 
getting those things which are b.aind,. and teaching forth 
uato those things which are before,. I press forward to the 
mark for the prize of the high. calling of God in Christ.” 

But we may suppose the race.at an .end, and the victory 
won. What remains?, Let the conquerors be crowned ; 
weave garlands of immortal flowers ; bring hither leaves of 
never-fading laurel, and the deathless olive.; they have been 
faithful unto death, they shall receive. crowns of life. 

We come to the consideration of the second division of 
our text. . , 

1st. The great apostle of the Gentiles, speaking of the 
christian race, represents it by those who strove for the mas- 
tery in the Grecian games, and says,. ‘* Now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown, but we an,incorruptible.”” And 
this crown he more. particularly. explains in the following 
words, speaking to those to whom he and his fellow-labour- 
ers had imparted the word of life. ‘ For what is our hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing ?, Are not even ye in the pres- 
ence of our Lord Fesus Christ at his coming? For ye are 
our glory and joy.” How glorious issucha crown. Earth- 
ly monarchs, prompted by ambition and: pride, have waded 
through the blood of their fellow-men to obtain their perish- 
able crowns. But here are incorruptible diadems whose 
lustre will outshine the stars. of heaven, when éarthiy hon- 
ors are forgotten. Among the innumerable joys of the 
world to come, he who has been a faithful and true witness 
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of all those things:in the which his Lord has appeared: to 
him, will realize with infinite delight, the souls who’ have 
been delivered from darkness, and translated into the king- 
.dom of God’s dear Son, through his ministry. 

On that day when these crowns are distributed according 
to the faithfulness of the servants of the Lord, such ques- 
tions will not be asked as now appear to be of the first im- 
portance. No enquiry will be made whether the subject 
was educated at an honorable seminary ; no question about 
his elocution ; nothing will be named of his great or little 
natural abilities ; no credentials of doctor of divinity will be 
demanded ; nothing said respecting denominations. The 
sole question must be this, Was he faithful unto death? He 
who-was educated at the feet of Gamaliel, and he who wis 
called from his fishing net, must wear crowns according to 
their faithfulness. .. 

2dly. By holding out such a rich reward as an encourage- 
ment to faithfulness in the ministry, our text refutes the un- 
scriptural, unreasonable, and chimerical doctrine of uninter- 
ested benevolence. Chimerical indeed, as no such principle 
of morai action exists in the universe. Why did God give 
his Son to die for us? ‘God so Loven the world, tnat he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
might not perish, but have everlasting life.” Love surely 
gives the deepest interest in the object loved, cf which the 
rational mind can conceive. Why did Moses refuse to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, and chuse rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season? ‘* He had respect unto the 
recompence of reward.” Why did our blessed Lord endure 
the cross and despise the shame? ‘For the joy set before 
him.” Why did the Apostles of the Lamb suffer the loss of 
all things? ‘* For the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus.” : 

By the foregoing we see that the Gospel enjoins no duties 
but:such as are accompanied with rich rewards, and requires 
no faith, but such as is attended with love, joy and peace. 

It may not be improper nor unprofitable to take a summa- 
ry view of the general subject, as it has been applied and il- 
lustrated. | 

As high and important considerations of the reasonable- 
ness of faithfulness:in the ministry of the Gospel, a number 
of particulars have beew suggested. “At the head of these 
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stands the’ faithful and gracious purposes of our heavenly 
father, in the eternal salvation of mankind, in Christ his ever 
blessed Son ; the promises which God made of ‘universal 
blessings in the promised seed, and the testimony that he 
who hath promised is faithful. ° . 
Next was brought to view the faithfulness of the media- 
tor, as he acted through the whole of his -mediatoréal office, 
with reference to those establishments of the purposes of his 
father, in the destruction of sin-and‘ death, andthe deliver- 
ance of mankind from all:their woes, to the-bliss of reconcil- 
lation to God. | ext + yas 
Notice was taken also of the opposition which now -ap- 
pears against the Gospel, similar to what appeared ‘in the 
days when Christ was.on earth, and the necessity of equal 
zeal and faithfulness now, as was then necessary to oppose 
the torrent of Pharisaica! righteousness and religious pride. 
To this opposition, it has been observed, our blessed Saviour 
opposed the moral virtues, with all their divine ‘energies ; 
and too much care cannct.now be exercised in this particu- 
lar, for nothing can overcome evil but.good. Under this 
head was urged the necessity of patterning after Christ in 
rayers, watchfulness, meekness, patience, vigilance in labor, 
and painful sufferings, and of improving the mild, tolerant 
government of our happy’country, as an. encouragement in 
the faithful discharge of ministerial Jabours. | Particular no- 
tice of the necessity of the servants of the Lord paying strict 
attention t0.no WILL or woRK of their.own, was thought not 
tobe improper. And in this section is pointed cut the evils, 
in short, which have been experienced in ‘consequence of 
those who profess to teach mankind the knowledge of di- 
vine things, departing from the plain revealed winx of God, 
and setting up their own WILLs in opposition. The necessi- 
ty of faithfulness has been urged on the very just ground of 
that love which the servant of the Lord ought to feel to his 
divine master, and the wants of the flock of God, whom he 
is directed, by the Holy Ghost, to lead tothe green pastures 
of the redeemer’s grace. é 
The imperfections of our earthly nature, our proneness to 
go astray, has been urged, and no doubt with propriety, as 
a reasun why the servant‘uf the Lord should be faithful in 
the government of all the natural appetites and passions. 
A remedy has been prescribed against a folly which too of- 
ten overtakes the labourer in the vineyard of the Lord, when 
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advanced.in life. To this due attention ought to be paid, 
that the servant may finish his course with joy, and not in. 
vexation. . We have noticed the glorious crown of rejoicing, 
_which, in the presence of angels, wiil be placed on the ‘head 
of the faithful in the day of the Lord Jesus. And have 
found that divine revelation holds out such encouragements 
with a manifest design to interest us in doing well. 


REVEREND BROTHER, 


In addition to your successful labors of love in the coun- 
try, your brethren in the ministry rejoice in your having, by 
the blessing of the great head of the church, been enabled to 
feed the sheep and lambs of the spiritual fold in this place, 
‘It is with confidence in your sincerity and faithfulness in 
the ministry of the gospel, that this Council have obeyed the 
voice of this newly formed society, to assist them in their 
public acknowledgement of you ‘as their minister in the 
Lord. ‘Here, we hope, under your ministry, to see this vine 
of our heavenly father’s planting, flourish for a long time to 
‘come; here, we humbly pray that God would add many 
souls to the happy number which may sparkle with divine 
beauty in the crown of your rejoicing in the day of the Lord 

esus. 

; Christian brethren and friends of this parish—The Conn. 
cil feel disposed to congratulate you on this solemn and joy- | 
ful occasion. Your prosperity hitherto as a society, has 
been noticed with great satisfaction : and though our local 
situations and circumstances have not permitted us to visit 
you so often as we cauld have desired, our constant’ prayers 
for the promotion of your spiritual interest have been fer- 
vent ; arid it is our reasonable duty on this occasion to ac- 
“knowledge the goodness of God in building up the cause of 
Zion in this place. 

Having joined with you in the former part of this day, in 
the dedication of this convenient edifice to the public service 
-of God, and now in setting apart a brother in the ministry 
of the everlasting Gospel, to your spiritual service, our cup 
of divine comfort is fulle May the good will of him who 
dwelt in the bush, abide with you, and render the connec: 
tion between you and your pastor, a lasting blessing to both. 
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DEDICATION AND RE-INSTALLATION. ee a 


On the 5th of September instant, the new brick Meeting House, 
erected hy the first Universal Society in Chaglestown, ( Mass.) was 
publicly dedicated. The services commenced at 10 o’clock A. m. 
The dedication discourse was. preached .by the Rev. Epwarp 
MircnHEtt, of Boston, from 2d Chronicles, 5th chapter, 13th and 
14th verses. -In the afternoon of the same day, the Rev,.Apyer 
KNEELAND Was re-installed Pastor of that Church.and Society. 
Sermon by the Rev. Hosga Battov, of Portsmouth,, N. H..from 
Revelations ii, 10, last clause. The delivery of the Scriptures, and A 
Charge, by the Rev. Tuomas Jones, of Gloucester, Cape Ann.» . 
And the Right Hand of Fellowship by the Rey. EpwarD TuRNER, ~ 
uf Salem, Mass. A numerous assembly witnessed with the deep- 
est solemnity and most dignified attention, the transactions of ihe . 
day. A large band of vocal and instrumental performers of music, 
by a judicious selection, and elegant and impressive performance | 
of several appropriate pieces, heightened the moral pleasure, ani- " fe 
mated the devotion, and increased the rapturous joy of the Con- 
gregation. 


——an @ aE 
DIED, ‘a 

At Murraysville, in Pennsylvania, cn the 16th day of May last,” 
ihe Rev. Noan Murray, aged 66, for many any years a faithful, la- 
borious, and able Preacher of Universal Salvation. The circum 
stances attending his death, reflected high honor upon'the Christian , | 
vocation, and evinced the strong exercises of that faith which rises | 
superior to trials and death. A record of such.events is not only. 
honorable to the departed, but.may be blessed of God to the edifi- 
cation of the Churches. Mr, Murray was seized with a violeit . 
f typhus fever, on the 6th of May, and after 10 days severe strug- 
gling with the disease, finished his earthly course. During the 
whole period, his mind was filled with divine consolations, and he 
went on his way rejoicing in the Lord Jesus ; and having lost ail 
power of speech for two or three days before his death. yet still re- 
taining the unclouded light of his reason, he made signs for a table, | 
and pen and ink, and left a written testimony behind him, in -addi- oy) ® ¥ 
tion to the many expressions which had fallen from his lips, while "<< 
able to speak, that Le died as he had lived, in the fulness of faith, ‘ 
nothing doubting. His remains were interred on the 18th, with : 
civil and masonic honors; and his funeral sermon was preached 
to the Church and Society in Philadelphia, to which he had for- 
merly preached, by the Rev. Groene Ricwarps, their present 
pastor, from Hebrews 11th chap. 13th verse. 
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Solitude. 
POETIC DEPARTMENT. 



















a gan 
SOLITUDE. 


Hail Solitude divine ! 

Blest seat of mental joy and holy love, 

Where man, the mighty works of God may prove. 
Lo! at thy peaceful shrine, 


A new come suppliant asks a calm retreat, 7 
Like that which led of old the meditative Isaac’s feet.* 


Is Solitude thy name ? 

Methinks the term is greatly misapplied ; 

For, in thy temple, man to God allied, 

Discovers whence he came ; 

There angels dwell, to sacred rapture given : 

The fellow-servants of the earthly heirs of heaven. 


There too, in mildest beams, 

Our all benignant Jesus shows his face, 

And while his heavenly features we can trace, 
And catch the trembling gleams : 

The pliant mind of man, with reason warm, 
Receives the lively outlines of his precious form. 






There God himself is known, 
In matchless grandeur deck’d, and mighty power, 
Which lead the soul to wonder and adore, 
Before his flaming throne. 
/ Then, Solitude, to thee I give this name, 
The audience chamber of the Glorious, Great I AM. 







There would I choose to rest 

My aching head and wandering feet ‘a while, 
From ‘busy cares and life’s distracting toil ; 
And on my Saviour’s breast, 

Like favor’d John, of old, I would recline, 


And make his rapturous joys and all his pleasures mine. 
(team mene na 
*“And Isaac went out to meditate in the fields at even tide” 
: Gen, xxiv, 63. 
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